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Sidelights on a Veterinarian’s Life in Egypt.* 


By D. 8. Rapacuiati, O.B.E., B.Sc., 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

The selection of a suitable subject-matter for a 
paper is no mean task; in fact, it always seems to me 
to be more than half the battle in its preparation. 
On looking over the more recent papers delivered to 
your Division, I find that matters of a public health 
nature have been well to the fore ; thus, I hesitated 
to choose yet another, which, when all is said and done, 
would merely mean my going over old ground— for 
what can be said on these matters which has not been 
said and re-said times without number? To select 
some special disease common in your midst— unless 
one has any new features to disclose, which I regret 
that I cannot claim to have—really tends to be too 
dry. Thus, I came to the conclusion that a descrip- 
tion of some of the more common diseases met with 
in the “ Land of the Pharaohs,” given in light vein, 
might be an innovation well worth trying. Hence, 
| crave your indulgence, and if I cannot give you any 
new scientific facts, I hope that a few sidelights on 
Egyptian life and customs connected with animals or 
their diseases and illustrated by some lantern slides, 
which I propose to show you later on, may prove of 
sufficient interest to warrant your presence here 
to-day. 

The life of the great majority of Egyptian veterinary 
surgeons is an Official one, for private practice does 
not offer much inducement, and practically no Egyp- 
tian veterinary surgeon enters this branch of his 
profession unless he is unable to get into the Govern- 
ment or Municipal Service. A considerable amount of 
private practice is, however, done by the official 
inspector, but the animal owner rarely likes to call 
in a private practitioner for advice when a kindly 
Government provides qualified men whom he may 
consult on many points actually outside of their 
official capacity. Egypt is essentially an agricultural 


country and its animals are of the utmost importance - 


to the livelihood of the population. They are all 
highly domesticated, living practically in the houses 
of their owners from birth upwards, with the result 
that most are extremely tractable and quiet. As is 
only to be expected, their ailments are numerous and 
perhaps I can best illustrate, in the short time at my 
disposal, the work of the veterinarian by selecting a 
few diseases for special description. 

Cattle Plaque._-This disease first made its appear- 
ance in recent years in 1903, since when, with short 
periods of quiescence, it has been more or less enzootic 
in the country. It attacks cattle of all ages and all 
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breeds ; buffaloes, of which there are a great number 
in Egypt, are much less susceptible, and even if at- 
tacked the disease runs a comparatively mild course 
in the majority of cases, only a few dying from its 
ravages. Horses, camels, sheep, goats, pigs and 
other animals are not affected. Whether camels, 
sheep and goats can act as carriers of the disease, 
although they themselves show no symptoms, has 
not been definitely proved, but if this does occur in 
some instances, it is probably rare. No disease in 
Egypt has given the veterinary service so much 
trouble as this, but after some failures and much diffi- 
culty the present method of dealing with it has proved 
a marked success. While at one time cattle died from 
it in tens of thousands so that whole areas of the 
country were nearly denuded of their stock, now, 
thanks to the system of sero-vaccination, or simul- 
taneous inoculation as it is called, the losses are in- 
significant. At one time the Government veterinary 
inspector went to investigate an outbreak with a 
heavy heart, knowing full well that he could do but 
little good, that his visit would be received with 
hostility by the inhabitants of the infected village and 
that his orders for the segregation and isolation of the 
infected cattle would only be carried out while he was 
actually present. Now, all this is changed, and 
provided that he arrives with his ice chests of virulent 
cattle plague blood, boxes of serum, syringes, needles 
and other paraphernalia ready for the fray, he is 
received almost with open arms by the villagers. 
Originally, the disease was controlled merely by 
isolation of infected cattle, the prevention of movement 
from one village to another, the closing of all markets, 
prohibition of slaughter and so on. Cattle in the 
villages mostly belong to small peasant owners who 
take their animals out to the fields in the morning, 
bringing them home at night., They are housed in or 
adjacent to the native huts, being tied up in court- 
yards of the dwellings surrounded by high mud walls, 
and only small numbers, up to about half a dozen, 
are kept together. When this is the case, provided 
that sick animals are at once reported. a matter, 
however, of the greatest difficulty in practice- and 
that each owner takes care not to mix his cattle up 
with those of his neighbours by day ; the disease can 
be fairly well controlled. On the large estates, where 
from twenty to a hundred head of cattle or even more 
are kept together in sheds or buildings, the disease 
always tends to spread with much greater rapidity. 
In actual practice, as already stated, owners do not 
report their animals when sick, do not take any trouble 
to keep their cattle away from others, do not refrain 
from visiting their friends who have diseased beasts, 
but usually make a point of examining all ailing cattle 
in order to give their views on the diagnosis. More- 
over, low-class dealers travel round the country 
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spreading alarmist and exaggerated reports as to the 
prevalence of disease so that owners are willing to 
part with their animals almost at any price rather 
than face the risk of infection. They thus purchase 
sick and “ in-contact ”’ animals as well as healthy from 
infected areas much below their market value and 
hawk them round from village to village spreading the 
disease to all parts. Those that are too ill to be 
moved are killed and the diseased carcases cut up and 
sold. In an infected village a suitable site is selected 
by an inspector in which all sick animals are placed 
and special police or watchmen are stationed over it 
night and day. They have strict orders to let no one 
come near, their instructions being to take fodder from 
the owners who have cases in the cordon and feed it 
to them themselves. The fodder is supposed to be 
placed in an adjacent spot so as to prevent anyone 
from actually entering the cordon. In reality, when 
the back of the veterinary inspector is turned, the 
infected cordon appears to be one of the most popular 
parts of the village, for all and sundry must needs visit 
the spot to see the fun—-from small children, who try 
to pick up the dung for the purpose of making fuel, 
to the villagers of riper years, who would seem to be 
dissatisfied that isolation is being completely carried 
out until they have thoroughly inspected the area 
themselves. The holding of markets in the infected 
province is prohibited, but although this is carried out 
to the letter in regard to authorised markets, it is no 
uncommon thing for cattle to be brought together 
in large numbers in some secluded spot where they are 
bought and sold, without, of course, the veterinary 
inspection usually accorded under normal conditions. 
Police mounted on horses, or in some districts on 
camels, patrol the neighbourhood and occasionally 
catch a few transgressors, but until recently fines, even 
if conviction is secured, have been so small as not to 
act as a deterrent at all. Latterly, however, imprison- 
ment in lieu of fines has had a much more salutary 
effect. Cattle are travelled by night, are often put 
into boats and covered up with straw or other cargo 
so as to escape observation and may be taken long 
distances on the Nile or by canal. Motor floats have 
not made their appearance in Egypt up to the present 
time. Meat is also sent about hidden in vegetable 
panniers on the backs of donkeys or camels and by 
many other clever ruses, for many Egyptian dealers 
are past masters in the art of deception. Even the 
police themselves cannot be looked on as always above 
suspicion, for many of them are not above a bribe ; 
indeed, it is surprising what an effect a few shillings 
judiciously scattered about will have. Egypt is 
par excellence a country of eye diseases, and even 
amongst the police, although they are carefully 
examined before enlistment, a nervous form of 
amaurosis of a convenient and temporary nature is 
apt to occur from time so time and is especially 
brought about by the scintillation of silver coins. 


For many years, in addition to isolation, the use of 
“the serum alone” method of inoculation was 
practised. The serum gives a temporary and transient 
passive immunity for about ten days at most, which 





in many cases allows the natural infection to die out, 
but one of the great dangers of this system is that 
animals just commencing the disease may be injected 
with serum along with the rest and then undergo a 
modified attack of rinderpest which lasts long enough 
to infect other cattle in the village whose period of 
immunity produced by the dose of serum has expired. 
Moreover, if a new source of infection is introduced 
some time later, owing to the fleeting nature of the 
passive immunity, the disease tends to be as severe 
as in the first instance. 


The method now in vogue and practised for some 
years consists of inoculating all cattle in a village or on 
an estate where cattle plague makes its appearance, 
with a small dose of virulent cattle plague blood 
and a suitable dose of serum given on the other side 
of the body at the same time. Provided that the 
blood is virulent and the dose of serum adequate— 
this must be worked out by practice—a mild reaction 
occurs in the majority of cases in an area newly in- 
fected, and in a minority of cases where cattle plague 
has been enzootic for some time previously. In any 
case—reaction or no reaction—a lasting immunity 
results. This immunity has been tested experi- 
mentally for varying periods up to ten years and as the 
inoculated animals are always branded they can be 
known again, and I have never heard of a case where 
such an animal has suffered from cattle plague sub- 
sequently. The source of the virulent blood must be 
very carefully controlled, for should it contain para- 
sites of Texas fever (Babesia bigemina) a large 
proportion of the inoculated cattle may succumb. 
The presence of Theileria mutans, causing the so- 
called “‘ Egyptian fever,” if present in the blood used, 
in even farly large numbers, is fortunately harmless in 
Egypt. Theileria parva, the causal agent of East 
Coast or Rhodesian fever, does not occur in Egyptian 
or Cyprus cattle, but even were ii present cannot be 
transmitted by means of the syringe. In the prepara- 
tion of the virulent blood used for inoculation in 
Egypt, only cattle imported from the Island of Cyprus 
are employed. These are selected for a variety of 
reasons, the chief of which being that they are re- 
markably free from diseases which may be transmitted 
by the inoculation of their blood. Pregnant cows, 
even “ at the drop ” may be fearlessly treated by the 
simultaneous method, but the immunity of young 
stock under a year old cannot be guaranteed and these, 
if inoculated, should be done again at a later date if 
possible. When cattle plague is quiescent large areas of 
the country can be inoculated as a preventive. Even the 
inoculation of isolated farms or villages by this method 
in a clean non-inoculated district, provided that 
reasonable precautions are taken, has proved in actual 
experience to be without danger—although theoreti- 
cally one might imagine that it would set up a new 
centre of infection. Could we but find a system of 
immunising cattle against foot-and-mouth disease in 
this country as safe as this, it would indeed be a boon ; 
but unfortunately the immunity produced is not 
lasting and the danger of spread of the disease in- 
finitely greater. In Egypt buffaloes are not now dealt 
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with, for it has been found not to be worth while as 
their susceptibility is solow. As can readily be seen, 
if all the cattle in a village are so injected there can 
be no further danger from the naturally sick ones, 
which may be left to take their chance of recovery. 
During inoculation there is sometimes the danger of 
cattle from neighbouring villages being brought in by 
over zealous owners to be inoculated and then re- 
turned whence they came. This runs the risk of their 
setting up an infection in some clean adjacent village, 
but all possible steps are taken to avoid such an 
occurrence. The mere fact that this is possible is 
actually a good sign and shows the faith that the 
natives now put in the method, for not many years ago 
cattle were hidden in all conceivable ways to escape 
inoculation. A common trick was to hide cattle in the 
‘“ harim’”’ or women’s quarters of the houses, where 
men are not allowed to enter. It was often very 
difficult to trace them and especially for a young 
Egyptian veterinary surgeon, as he dare not go in for 
fear of ulterior motives being attributed to his searches. 
Strict measures are still enforced—at least on paper— 
preventing all movement, sales, slaughter and so on 
when the double inoculation is in progress. Whether 
these have actually been enforced or not, the fact 
remains that the success of the method has exceeded 
even the most optimistic calculations, for the death 
rate following the system has been next to nil and the 
disease has ceased to exist in provinces where it has 
been carried out. 


In 1925, in a paper I read before the Central Division 
in London, I described the method of inoculating a 
village, so cannot do so now, though perhaps I may be 
allowed to give you a picture of what usually occurs 
during the inspection of a native village. Let us 
suppose that cattle plague has been reported and that 
some suspected cattle have already been isolated 
in a cordon. The veterinary inspector arrives on 
horseback—at least he used to do so before the days of 
the Ford car—and he may or may not be accompanied 
by a policeman mounted on an Arab or cross-bred 
pony. Crowds of natives are to be seen sitting or 
walking about and usually before long a “ ghaffir ” 
or native watchman is to be found in his blue loosely 
fitting cotton uniform carrying a long staff. If one 
asks for the house of the “‘ omdeh ”’ or chief man of the 
village, the “ ghaffir ” goes in front to show the way 
and several other villagers soon join forces, so that 
when the house is reached there is quite a crowd. 
Unless expected, there is often some slight commotion 
at the house, which is usually of mud, but larger and 
better than the other native dwellings. The visitor 
is asked to sit down in the verandah or vestibule and 
the “ omdeh”’ is sent for. All native houses of any 
standing are provided with a “ salamlik ” or chamber 
for the entertainment of male guests. This usually 
opens on to the verandah, but in any case is on the 
ground floor of the house. Its furniture consists of 
long cushioned settees or “ diwans ’’ arranged round 
the walls with one or more small marble-topped tables 
in the centre, on each of which is a small ash tray. 
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who then throws open the windows which are closed 
with wooden louvred sun shutters. Thereupon he 
takes a cloth, or more commonly a feather broom- 

which as a matter of fact is a sort of “ vade mecum ”’ 
of all true Egyptian servants—and beats all the dust 
off the cushions from one place to another. When the 
dust, which usually forms a thick layer over every- 
thing, is well stirred up, the inspector is asked to enter 
the room and be seated. By this time, the “ omdeh,” 
who has probably been awakened out of his well 
earned sleep—for Egyptian village officials require a 
good deal of sleep -enters and expresses his delight 
at the visit. After the usual salutations and enquiries 
as to the health of both parties, coffee is sent for and 
cigarettes produced. One by one the village notables 
or “‘ cheikhs ” come in, having heard of the inspector’s 
arrival and each one must be saluted in turn. All sit 
down in a row and it is usual to converse about the 
state of the crops, prices, the height of the Nile and 
other agricultural topics, but it is wise to leave 
politics alone. After coffee has been drunk one gently 
suggests that it might be as well to see the sick cattle 
with a view to arriving at adiagnosis. The “ omdeh ”’ 
is profuse in his invitation to lunch, but one usually 
explains that it is not one’s custom to eat at mid-day 
or whatever hour it happens to be, or gives some 
other polite excuse. If the hospitality is accepted 
it is hours before common politeness allows one to 
leave, and as this usually means partaking of a meal of 
anything up to eighteen courses, the amount of work 
done after is somewhat limited. If the sick cattle 
are far away, donkeys are sent for, and the party rides 
out to see them, but if not very far it goes on foot. 
The “omdeh” comes in his rich silk gown with 
flowing sleeves carrying a coloured sunshade and 
walks along with the inspector, preceded by one or 
more watchmen. Then the village “ cheikhs ” follow, 
some with sunshades and some without. A large 
crowd of villagers follows in the wake of the party and 
when the isolated cattle are eventually reached a 
crowd of spectators is usually encountered which has 
to be driven off with curses that they should be found 
in a spot on which they have been forbidden to set 
their feet. Diagnosis of cattle plague having been 
confirmed, it may be found necessary to visit some of 
the houses to see other cattle. Arrangements may be 
made for the inoculation of the village cattle as soon 
as possible and a list of all animals in the village is 
asked for. After some difficulty and, renewed re- 
quests to stay for a meal, the inspector leaves, escorted 
to the furthermost boundaries of the village by the 
‘ omdeh ” himself or at least by a watchman. Should 
one happen to pass near the isolation cordon, the 
usual crowd which was driven away only a short time 
before is most likely found to have re-assembled. 
With such difficulties of control, it is all the more to 
the credit of the veterinary service that cattle plague 
has now lost so many of its terrors in Egypt. The 
slaughter method of dealing with the disease, as a 
means of eradication, has never been tried in the 
country, for all conditions are against its ultimate 
success ; moreover, in practice it would be almost im- 


The door of this room is rapidly opened by a servant | possible to carry out. 
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Anthrax.—-This disease does not call for very special 
comment in Egypt. It has never within recent years 
assumed really serious proportions, as sometimes is the 
case in other hot countries. The disease is liable to 
great fluctuations, as may be seen from the following 
figures. In 1913, 544 cases were reported, 527 of which 
occurred in imported sheep. In 1920 only five cases 
were recorded, while in 1921, 151 animals died, 92 of 
which were in the quarantine parks for cattle imported 
from the Sudan. Although these figures give a rough 
idea of the cases, it is quite probable that many more 
have actually occurred which have never been officially 
reported. During the late war, out of more than 30,000 
camels, | only came across three cases in Egypt, but 
in Syria in 1918 and 1919 a large number of army 
horses, mules and camels succumbed to the disease. 
The steps taken to control anthrax in Egypt are very 
similar to those adopted here. The outbreak men- 
tioned in Sudanese cattle in 1921 is interesting as 
it was the first time that the disease made its appear- 
ance in cattle from the Sudan. A large trade in 
Sudanese cattle has been carried out from the Sudan 
to Egypt for some years now and has served the dual 
purpose of saving from slaughter much of the native 
Egyptian cattle population, which is only now recover- 
ing from the effects of cattle plague, and at the same 
time it has opened up vast tracts of Sudanese territory 
to a trade never carried on before. Only bulls are 
brought across the frontier and all of these are taken 
in special quarantine trains to Cairo or Alexandria 
abattoirs where they must be slaughtered. All things 
considered, it is a matter for great wonder that more 
cases of anthrax do not occur in Egypt, when the 
manner in which carcases are often disposed of by 
the inhabitants is reflected on. For instance, dead 
animals, especially donkeys which have no food value, 
and many of which die from septicemia hemorrhagica 
or other conditions, probably including anthrax, are 
thrown into the Nile or canals where, at certain seasons 
of the year, they may be seen floating about. These 
carcases are usually pushed on by the inhabitants of 
one village over their boundary to the next until 
they finally reach a lock threugh which they cannot 
pass. The unfortunate villagers in these situations, 
being unable to pass them on any further, are ultimately 
obliged to fish them out and bury them when seen 
by the authorities. 


Some years ago, an outbreak of anthrax occurred 
amongst the inhabitants of a certain village in Lower 
Egypt, and assumed rather alarming proportions. 
The trouble came to the notice of the medical 
authorities, who instituted quarantine measures and 
treatment for the affected persons. A_ peculiar 
feature of the outbreak was that most of the fatal 
cases were of a pulmonary form and occurred only in 
the old women; at the same time, children were found 
suffering from malignant pustule. Other members of 
the village population seemed to escape infection. 
A member of the veterinary staff was sent down to 
make enquiries and found that although no deaths 
had been reported in animals, many sheep and cattle 
had been killed suffering from some disease, On 





further investigation he came on undoubted cases of 
anthrax which left no doubt in his mind that the sick 
animals had been suffering from this condition. The 
explanation of the human cases then became clear. 
It is the custom for the children to collect dung from 
behind the cattle, mix it with a little chopped straw 
and knead it all up into flat round “ cakes” which 
are spread out to dry inthe sun. This in the summer 
is soon accomplished. The “cakes”’ when dry are 
stored and used as required for fuel, being broken up 
and placed on the fires. The village cooking is chiefly 
done by old women, the younger ones going to 
work in the fields. These old cronies had evidently 
been inhaling the dust from the “ cakes ” which was 
laden with anthrax spores, made worse no doubt by 
chattering away while at their work. The children 
had been infected through skin abrasions while gather- 
ing the moist dung which had given rise to the cu- 
taneous form of the disease. Steps being taken to 
prevent a recurrence of these conditions, the outbreak 
subsided. 

The following story shows the Egyptian’s mentality 
and his rooted objection to official interference. 
A veterinary inspector was dealing with a case of 
anthrax in a village and on passing by a heap of “ tibn”’ 
(chopped straw) he noticed something moving amongst 
the straw. On going up to see what had attracted his 
attention he discovered that there was a man hiding 
in the pile. This man when taken out was found to be 
extremely ill and it turned out that he was suffering 
from acute pulmonary anthrax from which he shortly 
died. The poor wretch, hearing that an inspector was 
in his village, feared that he was a medical officer and 
rather than risk being sent to hospital tried to hide 
himself as stated. 

Glanders._-In a country like Great Britain where 
glanders has been so well controlled for a number of 
years, there are probably few veterinary surgeons 
who have met with a really acute advanced case 
in the horse. This state of affairs is very different in 
the East, or at least was in Egypt until quite recently. 
Twenty or twenty-five years ago glanders was rife 
in the country and, as is onlytobe expected, waschiefly 
found in the large towns like Cairo and Alexandria. 
In 1921-1922 only sixteen cases were reported in the 
whole of Egypt, but in 1922-1923, the latest figures to 
which I have access, the number had risen slightly, 
reaching 39. This, however, is a great diminution 
compared with only afew years ago, when the numbers 
ran into several hundreds annually. The great reduc- 
tion must be put down to the credit of the veterinary 
service, although one must not shut one’s eyes to the 
fact that the increase in motor traffic has greatly 
reduced the number of horses in Egypt as elsewhere, 
and this more especially applies to the cab horses, in 
the stables of which the disease was always the most 
rampant. Cabs in Egypt are all two-horsed vehicles, 
with the exception of a few one-horsed cabs on the 
streets of Alexandria. For many years the Societies 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals have been 
active in Egypt and each town of any importance 
possesses a veterinary hospital equipped by some 
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branch of the Society. Animals found working in an 
unfit state are arrested by the police and sent to one 
of these hospitals for examination and, if necessary, 
treatment. I am glad to say that fully-qualified 
veterinary surgeons, chiefly Government men, are 
employed in every hospital, but Cairo and Alexandria 
have each a specially-appointed whole-time official. 
Kach hospital has an entrance stable into which every 
new patient is put and every horse and mule must pass 
the mallein test before being admitted into the wards. 
Donkeys are now only examined clinically although 
they all used to be tested, but owing tothe fact that 
reactors are practically never met with, the disease 
always being acute in the ass, this was given up for 
reasons of economy. When either an acute case or a 
reactor is met with, the stable whence it came is shut 
up immediately and all animals in it tested with mal- 
lein. By this means, glanders has been very satis- 
factorily controlled ; in fact, this is one of the most 
useful results of the prevention of cruelty to animals 
societies. Even when I first went to Egypt it was 
no uncommon thing to get into a cab and to find that 
one or both of the horses showed signs of acute glanders 
or farcy, sometimes even complete perforation of the 
septum nasi having taken place. Clinical cases and 
definite reactors are immediately destroyed, while 
doubtful reactors are isolated in special hospitals for 
infectious diseases until diagnosis can be determined. 
Cases are rarely if ever reported by the owners, and 
at one time when a horse became really too ill to work 
it was turned loose into the streets at night as the 
owners knew quite well that it was incurable and that 
it was only a question of a few days before the disease 
must prove fatal. They argued that this was the 
easiest way of dealing with the case and at the same 
time the best method of escaping an official visit. 
Such animals wandered about for hours, drinking at 
public watering troughs and no doubt spreading infec- 
tion all about, until finally taken over by the police. The 
owners of such cases were rarely traced, so that a test 
of the stable was impossible. When glanders assumed 
serious proportions the public watering troughs were 
often closed down, but as the natives then watered 
their horses at dirty tubs instead the effect was hardly 
worth while. It sometimes happened that a man 
would be found working his horse with acute glanders, 
which he never reported, and on testing the stable all 
other horses which belonged to the transgressor 


would pass the test, while others housed in the same. 


premises and owned by another individual might 
“go down.’ Such cases involved great hardships, 
for in Cairo we were never able to give compensation 
for the slaughter of definitely-affected animals. 


Large numbers of horses are imported annually into 
Egypt from Syria and elsewhere and must all pass the 
mallein test at the quarantine parks before admission 
into the country. The number of animals tested 
yearly amounts to several thousands. An interesting 
faet about glanders is that, although the donkey is 
undoubtedly the animal most susceptible to the disease 
when once affected,cases have rarely been encountered, 
notwithstanding the fact that there are well over 
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600,000 donkeys in the country against only about 
35,000 horses and 25,000 mules. Of course, donkeys 
are chiefly kept in country districts and are not kept 
in large studs but, fully allowing for this fact, it would 
appear that they are much more difficult to infect 
by natural means than either the horse or the mule. 

Rahnes..-In an Eastern country, where ownerless 
dogs are so common and wild carnivora such as 
jackals, foxes and hyenas are numerous, it is extremely 
difficult to control rabies. In Egypt every township 
and village has its complement of stray pariah dogs, 
and despite the continued efforts of the police, con- 
trolled in this by the veterinary service, the numbers 
appear to be little affected. It is quite impossible to 
state how many dogs there are in the country, for a 
system of licences cannot be enforced, but in the one 
year, 1922-1923, 89,457 stray dogs were destroyed 
by the authorities. 

A muzzling order exists both in Cairo and Alex- 
andria, though it is but rarely carried out, but at all 
events it gives power to the police to catch any un- 
muzzled dog and put it in a Dogs’ Home, where it is 
kept for a period and if not claimed is destroyed. 
Two carts with specially-fitted cages tour round Cairo 
daily to pick up stray dogs, which the police lassoo. 

Cairo boasts of a really up-to-date Anti-rabic 
Institute under the Medical Service, where large 
numbers of people bitten by rabid or suspectedly-rabid 
dogs or other animals are treated. As many as 
1,200 persons may undergo the treatment annually. 
Treatment consists in the daily injection of emulsion 
of the spinal cords of rabid rabbits attenuated by 
glycerine, and lasts from 16 to 21 days according 
to the severity of the bite. Patients bitten severely 
about the head receive a more potent virus along with 
the serum obtained from hyper-immunised sheep. 
The general procedure is that if any one reports or is 
reported as having been bitten, search is made for the 
offending animal, which if found is arrested by the 
police. Special isolation cages for dogs and cats 
and boxes for the larger animals are installed in all 
large centres and controlled by the veterinary service. 
All animals brought in are kept for ten days, when, 
if no symptoms of rabies -appear, they are freed. 
Should any show any suspicious signs the bitten person 
is immediately informed and treatment commenced. 
Strict orders are issued that animals which have bitten 
human beings or even other animals must not be 
killed unless it is absolutely impossible to capture them 
alive. In cases where they are killed or die, their 
brains are removed and sent packed in glycerine to the 
Anti-rabic Institute for microscopic examination or 
inoculation tests. As a precautionary measure, in 
any case when the biting animal has died or been 
killed within the prescribed period of ten days, the 
treatment of the bitten subject is recommended. 
The ordinary country native is treated whether he 
likes it or not, but an educated man is given his choice 
and rarely decides against medical advice. Cart loads 
of natives are sent daily from the large native hospital 
in Cairo where they are housed during treatment and 
any morning long rows of patients in white hospital 
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garments can be seen waiting their turn, from old 
men and women to little children or even babies in 


arms. 


Unfortunately, every useful measure may be abused 
—and so is this one for the isolation of animals 
suspected of rabies—for, in a country where rabies is 
so rife, every animal which bites any human being or 
even animal, must be considered as a suspect. Let us 
imagine that A has a grudge against his neighbour B, 
and B happens to have a donkey by means of which 
he earns his daily bread. A will put some green fodder 
into the donkey’s mouth and in so doing skilfully 
contrives to scratch his finger. He then goes to the 
police and reports that B’s donkey has bitten him. 
The donkey is duly arrested and comes under the 
charge of the veterinary inspector who, though he 
certifies that no signs of rabies are apparent, both by 
law and also to safeguard himself, is obliged to keep 
the donkey for the prescribed ten days, much to the 
annoyance and pecuniary embarrassment of B. I 
have come across many such cases when my suspicions 
have been aroused that all was not above board, but 
no man can say that an animal that appears healthy 
to-day may not be showing signs of disease in a few 
days’ time. I have seen horses, mules and donkeys, 
not to speak of many dogs, which appeared quite 
healthy when brought in, suddenly develop un- 
mistakable signs of rabies in its furious form during the 
isolation period, from which, of course, they died. 
For this reason one dare not take any risks, however 
foolish it may seem to act up to the letter of the law. 
One of the most difficult questions to answer is when a 
dog is brought which has been bitten by some unknown 
animal and the owner asks whether he ought to have it 
destroyed lest it should contract rabies. One can only 
take all the circumstances into account and give a 
guarded reply. 


Time does not permit me to describe in detail any 
more of the many interesting diseases met with, but 
I may mention foot-and-mouth disease, septicaemia 
hemorrhagica (barbone), the different forms of 
piroplasmosis, stiff sickness in cattle, Malta fever, 
epizootic lymphangitis, swine fever, swine plague, as 
well as a host of parasitic conditions which from time 
to time have to be dealt with by the veterinary 
profession. 


Fowl Diseases.This, as yet little known, branch of 
our work offers a vast field of study in Egypt, where 
poultry are of the greatest economic importance. 
Such conditions as fowl plague, fowl cholera, spiro- 
cheetosis as well as most of the diseases met with in this 
country are recognised. In speaking of fowls, I 
cannot omit to mention the Egyptian Egg Incubator, 
which is probably one of the oldest in the world and 
certainly one of the most interesting. It consists of a 
mud building capable of holding 6,000 eggs at a 
hatching, and as there are 512 at work in the country 
they are capable of dealing with 180,000,000 eggs 
during the hatching season. No lamp is used to give 


heat, but only burning straw as fuel ; no thermometer 
is employed, the temperature being regulated by 





the sense of touch, for the operator lives inside the 
incubator during its working. 

The profession of operator is handed down from 
father to son from one generation to another and the 
men so employed are very loth to give away their 
secrets. Fully two-thirds of the eggs incubated hatch, 
which brings the number of chickens produced 
annually in Egypt up to about 120,000,000. The 
system dates back for many hundreds of years and 
I very much doubt if it can be approached in efficiency 
by any of the more up-to-date appliances. A des- 
cription of these incubators well merits a paper in 
itself, and I hope to show you some photographs of this 
most wonderful contrivance at the close of my paper. 

Egyptian Slaughter Houses. Abattoirs are provided 
in all the large towns and villages, though in the 
smaller villages the killing is carried out in the open 
street where the meat is also exposed for sale. In the 
larger towns the meat inspection is carried out on 
good and up-to-date lines and the butchers’ shops are 
also inspected. It is pleasing to note that the onus of 
control and the inspection of meat is on the veterinary 
service. 

According to Mohammedan law, cattle, sheep and 
goats must be slaughtered by cutting the throat as high 
up as possible, very much like the Jewish method, and 
then severing the spinal cord by plunging the knife 
between the skull and the first cervical vertebra. 
In ancient times the killer, were he a devout Mo- 
hammedan, would call on the name of God as he per- 
formed the operation of slaughter, saying: “‘ God is 
Great,” but now there are not many who carry out 
these religious instructions. Camels are killed by 
cutting through at the base of the neck and then 
severing the spinal cord. No Mohammedan would 
knowingly eat any meat killed by the poll axe, gun 
or by any other means, unless it be small game,which 
may be shot. 

Many strange sights are witnessed in the abattoirs. 
On one occasion during an inspection I heard a child 
crying piteously, and on investigation found a small 
deformed baby only a few months old placed 
absolutely naked into the rumen of a newly-slaughtered 
ox, through a hole cut in its wall. The whole body 
of the child up to its neck was submerged in the 
steaming ingesta, only its head sticking out of the 
stomach wall—to all intents and purposes as in a 
Turkish bath. This procedure, it was explained to me, 
was to strengthen the child’s back, but whether this 
was ultimately accomplished or not, I was never able 
to ascertain. 

A cure for barrenness in women is to step seven 
times over the neck of a freshly-killed calf from which 
the blood is still flowing. I have seen even well 
dressed women in European clothes doing this ac- 
companied by their friends, who, judging by their 
comments and smiles, seemed to look on it as a great 
joke, but nevertheless it was done in all seriousness. 

All butchers search carefully for gall stones in the 
ox, for a good sized gall stone is worth anything up 
toa pound oreven more. These stones are ground down 
and given to women to eat as a means of increasing 
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their corpulency—a sort of inverse ‘ Antipon Treat- 
ment ’’—a state much to be desired in the fair sex, 
especially for the matrimonial market. 

When a child is suffering from bronchitis a favourite 
remedy is to place a piece of the skin of a freshly-killed 
dog under the clothing over the chest, and even the 
penis of a donkey is utilised for making some sort of 
concoction as a cure for certain children’s ailments. 
Such customs, although they can scarcely be 
recommended in the light of modern therapeutic 
teaching, lend interest if not amusement to the every- 
day life of the veterinarian. 

From a veterinary as well as from a psychical stand- 
point.Egypt is a most fascinating country, though with 
its rapid emancipation and the spread of European 
knowledge many of the simple native customs are 
fast passing away, but one is sometimes apt to question 
whether many of the examples of European contact 
are actually for the good of the people. 

DIscusSION. . 

Capt. SourHaLyi said that it was difficult to discuss 
such a paper, but he wished to compliment Major Rabag- 
liati on the excellence of both the address and the slides. 
He had not heard any reference to the location of the 
Pasteur Institute, and the number of patients treated, 
and he hoped Mr. Rabagliati would supply the information. 

Mr. C. Eventck remarked that he appreciated the 
to the full, thought the Division had 
iortunate in Mr. 
change, in 


paper and 


been prevailing upon Rabagliati 


to give them such a_ refreshing which 


there was much humorous variation. He _ recalled 
that at the previous meeting a paper had been given on 
‘Summer Mastitis,” in which certain references to flies 
had been made. He asked Mr. Rabagliati whether mastitis 
was common in Egypt and, if so, whether flies had any 
influence in causing or spreading the disease. The problem 
of sheep scab also came to mind, and he would welcome 
information as to the methods, if any, of dealing with the 
disease, particularly with reference to dipping. 

Mr. Elphick also sought an opinion as to the prevalence 
of leptospiral jaundice in dogs, and the method of treatment. 
He was much interested in the native folk lore respecting 
barren women and deformed children, and enquired 
whether the use of ox bile as a hair restorative was common 
in Egypt, since he understood that its use for this purpose 
was prevalent amongst certain of the South African natives. 

Mr. W. JACKSON YOUNG expressed great interest in the 
particularly to congratulate Mr. 


paper, and wished 
The Veterinary 


Rabaygliati on the excellence of his slides. 
Sanitary Police measures in Egypt had made a special 
appeal to him. 

The study of veterinary history, and the comparison 
of one’s experiences with those of colleagues working 
overseas, were matters of considerable importance to all 
The inducement to widen 
Mr. Young 


members of the profession. 
one’s outlook could not fail to be beneficial. 
displayed a keen interest in the reference to gall stones, 
more especially since in a recent article he had pointed 
out that the gall contained taurocholate of soda, aided 
assimilation and tended to produce fat. Gall stones were 
also used in the preparation of special colours. 

It was instructive to know that dogs suspected of rabies 


were kept in isolation for ten days. He had understood 
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that if a suspected dog remained normal for five days it 
couid be regarded as not infected. Evidently the Egyptian 
authorities believed in taking additional precautions against 
the disease. 

He wished to know whether the author had any experience 
in the use of taramarra oil in the treatment of mange. 
He believed this oil was successfully used in India. 

Mr. H. 8. Eirxick expressed his pleasure at the excel- 
lence of the address, but added a note of regret that the 
attendance was below the usual standard. He was much 
interested in the remarks relating to gall stones, and 
wondered whether they really possessed the properties 
ascribed to them. It noting that human 
cases operated on for gall stones were usually fat. 

The PResIDENT, in winding up the discussion, said that 
the meeting had enjoyed a most able and instructive 
address on matters to which they usually paid little 
attention. He was unable to add to the discussion, but 
felt that it was of great advantage to all members to take 
an interest in the work of their colleagues in distant places. 
Incidentally, a meeting of that nature was a period of 
relaxation from the various trials of their daily round, and, 
with the added element of humour, so gracefully introduced, 
tended to produce an impression which would long remain 


was worth 


in their minds. 
THE Reriy. 

Mr. RaBaGuiati thanked the meeting for the reception 
given to his paper. The Pasteur Institute was situated 
It was run by the medical service, with the 
Referring to rabies, 


in Cairo. 
co-operation of the veterinary service. 
he said that originally every animal which bit a person 
was isolated for seven days,, but it was found that tho 
virus might be present in the saliva alter that time. lt 
an animal remained healthy for ten days it was considered 
that there was little risk to human beings alter that period. 

He had not had much experience of mastitis in EKgypt. 
Cows were kept by the peasants, and always suckled the 
It was a native belief that no cow would give 
The cows were walked round the 
the doors of the houses, always 
In some cases, even the dead 


calf. 
milk without the calf. 
streets and milked at 
accompanied by the calf. 
calf was carried round and placed in front of the cow 
before milking began. Bultaloes had their calves removed, 
the cows being used to produce tnilk. The speaker thought 
that mastitis was much rarer in Egypt than in Britain. 
It was a common belief at home that the disease was 
caused by incomplete milking. ‘The Egyptian goatherds 
did not milk dry, for the same reason. Cows suckling 
their calves were less likely to suffer from mhstitis. If the 
disease was spread by flies this was not noticeable in the 
small numbers of cows kept under Egyptian conditions. 

Speaking of sheep scab, Mr. Rabagliati pointed out that 
where animals were kept, there also was water found. 
Sheep scab was present, but was of little consequence, 
and was not notifiable. The nomad owners washed their 
sheep in the canals, but their usual treatment of scab 
was by a dressing of sulphur and butter fat, the same 
dressing being used for other forms of mange. 

He had not seen leptospiral jaundice in dogs. The 
Leishman-Donovan body had been found in the spleen. 
One’s principal object respecting dogs was to get rid of them 
rather than to attempt to treat them. 

He had no experience of taramarra oil. 
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Equine Epizootic Lymphangitis and Human Histo- 
plasmosis. 


‘“ Epizootic lymphangitis is a highly contagious disease 
of horses which runs a chronic course, attacking principally 
the superficial lymph vessels and the mucous membranes, 
where it causes purulent inflammation. It spreads to the 
associated lymph glands and produces a characteristic 
bead-like thickening of the lymph cords. As a rule the 
internal organs are not affected, although occasionally 
lesions are found in the lungs and intestines. The cause 
of the disease is the Cryptococcus farciminosus, which 
seems to gain entry through open wounds and abrasions. 
The disease is usually confined to the horse and his rela- 
tions, but at least three cases have been reported in man, 
one of the victims being a French veterinary surgeon and 
another a farmer, both of whom had received the infection 
from affected horses by inoculation. The disease in man 
is not very serious, though the abscesses which form heal 
with difficulty and recurrences are common, and may be 
accompanied by fever and general weakness. The crypto- 
cocci, which are found in the pus, are round or oval bodies 
with a double contoured membrane. They reproduce by 
budding, and are generally classified with the yeasts. 
They superficially resemble Leishman-Donovan bodies, 
which, it is interesting to note, were recorded for the first 
time from the horse by Richardson only last year. It 
has recently been pointed out by Ota that the organism is 
not a true yeast, but one of the fungi émperfecti, and should 
he transferred to the genus Grubyella among the Hypo- 
mycetes. Its main interest to medical men, however, 
does not lie in the possibility of its transference to man— 
although it is probably more frequently transferred than 
the published records indicate--but rather in its close 
relationship to the Histoplasma capsulatum of Darling, 
who, in 1906, found in three human cases in Central 
America a new parasite which he described under this 
name ; a fourth case has recently been reported by Riley 
and Watson. The organism was at first regarded as a 
protozoon somewhat resembling leishmania, but differing 
sufficiently to merit being placed in a new genus, and the 
disease was termed ‘histoplasmosis.’ It has recently 
been shown that the organism is really a cryptococcus, but 
it has not yet been conclusively proved that it is the same 
species as causes epizootic lymphangitis. In none of 
the four cases previously recorded was there any history 
of contact with affected animals, and, indeed, there are 
no authentic cases of the disease occurring in horses in 
Central or North America ; what was considered in the 
past to be epizootic lymphangitis in America has been 
shown to be really sporotrichosis, another equine disease 
which is occasionally transmitted to human beings. 
Moreover, in histoplasmosis there are well-defined internal 
lesions which are never found in the equine disease. On 
the other hand, the disease in man is so uncommon that 
there can be no doubt that some animal reservoir must 
exist. What this animal is is a problem which still awaits 
solution, and with it will be solved the mode of infection 
of human beings with an uncommon but serious disease.— 
The British Medical Journal, October 16th, 1926. 
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THE 
R.CV.S. COUNCIL MEETING. 


The New Year’s Meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, the proceedings of 
which are recorded in this week’s issue, was marked by 
certain innovations and improvements which will 
materially add to the dignity of Council, and altogether 
will befit the head or governing body of the profession. 
First of all, Members of Council, with one accord, 
have fallen in with the special wish and proposal of 
the President of the year that academic dress should 
be worn on the occasions of Quarterly Council Meetings 
and at the Registration Committee Meetings. The 
profession, as a whole, cannot but agree that this 
matter of procedure is quite as it should be. Then 
again, a long felt want, the removal of which has been 
delayed from lack of funds, has at last been seriously 
tackled, viz. : the thorough overhauling of the Council 
Chamber, secretarial accommodation, lighting and 
other matters which will not only add to the comfort of 
Members of Council during times of very onerous 
duty (and increasingly so), but which will give a degree 
of distinction to the interior of a building which, 
under present conditions, it lacks. Certainly, on the 
recommendations of special housing sub-committees, 
the Council in recent years has been able to effect 
improvements in the heating and ventilation of the 
premises and in the acoustics of the Council room, 
but despite the many expedients which from time to 
time have been tried, the seating accommodation for 
Members of Council has never been a real success. 
It is hoped that in the expert proposals which have 
been submitted to Council and approved of, the 
ideal has now been found ; a practical issue of delibera- 
tions rising above an esthetic effect. A very 
apparent drawback to the Royal College premises is 
the want of a reception room for visitors. Dignity, 
or even politeness, is severely discounted if a dis- 
tinguished visitor, or for the matter of that any 
visitor, perforce remains standing the passage hall. 
Any improvement in the furnishing of the Secretary's 
office, the only convenient reception room for a 
visitor, is therefore most desirable. At the same time, 
the Council in admitting expenditure of an essential 
nature, no doubt keeps in view the fact that with the 
march of time, circumstance, or professional progress, 
other and more commodious premises may some day 
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become understood that all 
improvements will have been completed by the 
next quarterly meeting (in April), the N.V.M.A. 
takes this opportunity of wishing success to the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. in their new surroundings, 


necessary. As it is 


Committee and Council work now-a-days is no 
sinecure. Problems seem to demand an increasing 


sense of responsibility, the acceptance of which is 
vital if we as a profession are determined to consolidate 
our position in scientific activity and fill a useful and 
indispensable national réle. 








Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


MEETINGS OF COUNCIL. 

A Quarterly Meeting of Council, followed by a 
Special Meeting of Council, of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held at the College, LO Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Friday, 7th January, 
1927. Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, C.M.G., 
occupied the Chair, and the following members were 
present: Major J. Abson, D.8.0., T.D., Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley, Messrs. J. H. Carter, J. Clarkson, 
Professors J. F. Craig, 8. H. Gaiger, Mr. A. Gofton, 
Major F. T. G. Hobday, C.M.G., Messrs. R. Hughes, 
W. 8. King, M.B.E., G. H. Livesey, G. P. Male, Sir 
J. M’Fadyean, Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, J. Mc Kinna, 
Major-General Sir J. Moore, K.C.M.G., Mr. W. D. 
Rees, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, 
J.P., D.S.0., T.D., Messrs. 8. H. Slocock, H. Sumner, 
E. Alfred West, Professor A. W. Whitehouse, Mr. J. 
Willett, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, and Lieut.- 
Colonel Young, 0.B.E., T.D.; Mr. George Thatcher 
(Solicitor), and Mr. Fred Bullock (Secretary). 

For the first time in the history of the Council, 
the members wore academic dress during the meetings. 


The Quarterly Meeting. 


The PRestpENT, at the commencement of this 
meeting, said: This is the first meeting of the Council 
in the New Year, and you will perhaps permit me, 
before we proceed to business, to wish you all a very 
good year, and to hope that our brethren in the pro- 
fession also will enjoy all the prosperity they deserve. 
(Cheers. ) 

The minutes of the last meeting of Council, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and were signed as correct. 

Obituary The Secretary read the Obituary List 


CORRESPONDENCE, 

(1) From Messrs. Buxton, Coleman, Howard, 
Locke and Spencer, regretting their inability to attend 
the meeting. 

(2) From the Royal Sanitary Institute, inviting the 
College to send a representative to the Congress to be 
held at Hastings from July 11th to 16th next. 
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It was agreed that the President or his nominee be 
sent as a delegate. 

(3) From the office of the High Commissioner for 
India asking the Council to nominate a representative 
to serve on the Selection Committee for certain pro- 
posed appointments in India. 

The name of Sir John Moore having been proposed, 
it was pointed out that he was already a member of 
the Committee. 

Sir Joun Moore: Professor Gaiger is on the Com- 
mittee also. I should like to say that the Veterinary 
Record has published a statement that the emoluments 
that the High Commissioner proposes to give for these 
appointments are not sufficient. 

The Prestpent: | do not think you ought to refer 
to this. Would you mind dealing with the subject 
of the letter ? 

Sir Joun Moore: I was only going to suggest that 
Professor Wooldridge should be included on the 
Committee. 

The PrestpENt: You nominate Professor Wool- 
dridge as a member of the Committee ? 

Sir Joun Moore: Yes, as well as Professor Gaiger 
and myself, because the matter has been dealt with 
also by Professor Wooldridge. 

Mr. Wesr: I second Professor 
nomination. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE : Before that motion is put, 
I would like to enquire whether it is within the pro- 
vince of this College to make any observations with 
regard to the emoluments that are offered in con- 
nection with these posts before appointing anyone to 
adjudicate in this way? The only reason | ask is 
that, as Sir John Moore has already pointed out, 
there has been an objection raised against the amount 
of the emoluments offered in respect of the qualifica- 
tions of the candidates desired. 

The Presipent: This matter does not arise ; 
is not on the agenda. 

Professor WooLpRtpGE: The reason T ask is that 
when I was invited by Mr. Drake to go along to speak 
to him about it he said that this College, which had 
been informed of the proposal, had not suggested to 
them in any way that the emoluments were not 
sufficient, and they thought that if they had not been 
sufficient this College would have done so. I told 
him I did not know whether it was within the pro- 
vince of this College to do so. 

The Prestpenr: I am afraid we know nothing 
about any advice being asked from this College as to 
the sufficiency of the emoluments. 

Professor Woo.tpripGe: They informed me that 
they had written to the College intimating that these 
appointments were to be advertised, and asking the 
College to intimate them to graduates. I suppose 
the appointments would be posted. 

The PrestpentT: It seems to me to be the usual 
sort of thing that the Secretary is asked to do—to 
put them up on the notice board but no special 
request was made. 

Professor WooLpripGcE: No, Sir, they did not say 
that a special request had been made as to the ade- 


Wooldridge’s 


it 
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quacy of the emoluments, but they expected that; 
had they been thought inadequate by the College, 
representations would have been made to them. 

The Prestpent: I think the reply is that the 
matter was never brought to the notice of the Council 
at all. Are there any other nominations? If not, 
I put the motion for the appointment of Professor 
Wooldridge. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

(4) From Major-General Sir Frederick Smith, as 


follows :— 
“26th October, 1926. 


“IT am forwarding in the name of Mr. Charles W. 
Percivall, M.A., of Queen Mary’s School, Basingstoke, 
a copy of a miniature in his possession of his grandfather, 
William Percivall, Veterinary Surgeon, Ist Life Guards. 

‘William Percivall has been dead 72 years. No portrait 
of him exists in the Royal College or elsewhere, and in 
forwarding this to the Council I feel sure we will all 
rejoice at securing for ourselves and posterity the likeness 
of this immortal man.” 


The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, I feel sure that all 
of you will rejoice with myself at Sir Frederick Smith's 
additional! indication of his kindness to this Council, 
and that you would like to accept this portrait of 
William Percivall, to be placed in this Council cham- 
ber, or in some other suitable place within the pre- 
cincts of this building. (Cheers.) Will someone move 
that Sir Frederick Smith be thanked for his gift ? 

Mr. CLarKson: I have much pleasure in moving 
that a suitable letter of thanks be sent to Sir Frederick 
Smith, and also to Mr.C. W. Percivall, for his generosity 
in making this gift to the Council. 

Sir Jonn Moore seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

ApMIssion of MemBers.—-The Secretary read the 
list of members admitted since the last meeting of 
Council. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
FINANCE AND GENERAL PuRPOSES COMMITTEE. 


Mr. McKrnna read the following report of the 
Finance and Genera! Purposes Committee, held on 
January 7th, and moved its reception and adoptien :— 

Reports of Sub-Committees.—(A) Staff Salaries.—The 
following report of the Finance Sub-Committee, held on 
20th October, 1926, was read and adopted. 

1. Chairman.—It was resolved that the President 
be appointed to the Chair. 

2. Staff Salaries.—The question of salaries of the 
Officers Staff was considered, and it was resolved to 
recommend 

(a) Assistant Secretary._-That the salary of Mr. C. 
W. Francis be increased by £48 as from the 15th Novem- 
ber, 1926, and that it be further increased by annual 
increments of £20 up to a maximum of £400, the first 
such increment being due as from Ist April, 1928. 

(b) Correspondence Clerk.—-That the salary of 
Mr. F. Newby be increased by 8s. per week, to date 
from 8th November, 1926. 

(ec) Junior Clerk.._-That the question of the salary 
of the Junior Clerk be deferred, the matter to be re- 
considered on production by him of a certificate of 
proficiency in shorthand. 
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(B) Furnishing and Lighting.—The following report of 
the Joint Finance Sub-Committee and House Sub-Com- 
mittee was submitted and considered. 


At the October meeting of Council a small Sub- 
Committee was appointed to consider Staff Salaries, 
and to this Sub-Committee later was referred the ques- 
tion of furnishing the Secretary’s Office and lighting 
the Council Chamber. 

There was, however, already in existence a Sub- 
Committee appointed to consider the acoustics of the 
Council Room. This Sub-Committee reported in 
October 1924, inter alia: ‘‘that it would assist the conduct 
of business if more suitable and convenient tables 
were provided for the platform and recommended that 
estimates should be obtained for a suitable desk with 
a special fitment on which to place the Mace of the 
College.” This recommendation was not adopted, but 
was referred back by the Council to the Sub-Committee 
with power to consider a general scheme of furnishing 
the Council Room and to obtain estimates for carrying 
out such a scheme in sections. The Sub-Committee 
reported on January 9th. 1925, with regard to the 
ventilation of the room, but the question of seating 
accommodation was deferred for the time being. 

In April, 1925, A Sub-Committee was appointed to 
consider the recommendations of the architects and 
generally to deal with all questions relating to the 
structure of the building. The Sub-Committee has not 
yet, however, had an opportunity. in the congestion of 
other business, of considering the questions referred to it. 
On November 4th, 1926, several members of the above 
Sub-Committee being present at another meeting, 
the President called an informal meeting together, for 
the purpose of instructing the Secretary as to the obtain- 
ing of plans and estimates for the lighting of the Council 
Room and the furnishing of the Secretary’s Office as 
instructed by the Finance Committee. It was found 
that the question of lighting of the Council Room could 
not be proceeded with satisfactorily without considering 
at the same time the questions of furnishing and re- 
conditioning ; instructions were therefore given to 
request Messrs. Forsyth and Maule to prepare a scheme 
for the re-furnishing and lighting of the Council Chamber 
and the Secretary’s Office. 

The architects have submitted plans and estimates 
which have been very carefully considered by a meeting 
consisting of the Members of the three Sub-Committees 
above mentioned. Alternative schemes have been put 
forward, and after full discussion the conjoint Sub- 
Committee unanimously recommend as follows :— 

Council Room.—-That in place of the present tables 
and chairs, provide new furniture in British oak includ- 
ing a rostrum on the dais, desks for the members, two 
platforms one on each side of the room, tables for re- 
porter and assistant secretary. the necessary chairs. 
six electroliers with candle hunter lights, at an approxi. 
mate cost of £1,095 10s. 

Secretary's Office.—That new furniture be provided 
for the Secretary at an approximate cost of £74 10s. 

veneral.—That the necessary re-decorations be 
approved for the Council Room, Lobby and Secretary’s 
Office and that provision be made for re-wiring the 
building for electric light and power at an approximate 
cost of £220, the total aggregate being apprcximately 
£1,390. Towards the cost of this a sum estimated at 
about £200 may be realised from the re-sale of old 
furniture, but it is recommended that this question be 
deferred for the present. 

The architects also recommended the provision of a 
movable screen for the south end of the room, panelled 
in oak and 7ft. high, at a cost of £150. This, they advise, 
would improve the acoustic properties of the room, 
but the Sub-Committee agreed that this matter might 
well be deferred for re-consideration, if thought necess- 
ary, after the proposed scheme of furnishing has been 
completed. 
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The Sub-Committee are also unanimous in recommend- 
ing that the three full-size portraits be removed from 
the Council Room and placed elsewhere in the building. 
the remaining pictures to be rehung in appropriate 
positions. 

After careful discussion, it was unanimously resolved 


(a) that the report of the Sub-Committee be adopted and 
that the scheme suggested be strongly recommended to 
the Council for adoption ; (6) that the House Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed by the Council in April, 1925, be re- 
appointed to supervise the carrying out of the proposed 
alterations and that the Sub-Committee be strengthened 
by the addition of Mr. Livesey and Mr. West. 

Financial Statement._-The ‘Treasurer submitted his 
financial statement for the quarter, showing a balance in 
hand of £752 14s. 1d. and liabilities amounting to £287 8s. 

It was resolved that the Treasurer’s statement be ap- 
proved and that he be ordered to pay cheques required 
during the ensuing quarter, ‘.c., monthly salaries, petty 
cash, and wages, gas, electric light, membership examina- 
tion expenses, D.V.S.M. examination expenses. 

Annual Fees.—The Secretary submitted a report on 
the annual fees in arrears and was instructed as to the 
action to be taken. 

Examiners’ Fees.—The recommendation of the Examina- 
tion Committee that the Examiners’ fees in Classes B and 
C should be increased was considered, and it was resolved 
that the fees of the Examiners in Classes B and C be 
increased as follows :— 

Class B.—Anatomy and Physiology, 9s. per student. 

Stable Management, 7s. 6d. per student. 

Class C.——9s. per student. 

Samson Bequest.—The Treasurer reported that, as 
authorised, he had invested the amount of the Samson 
Bequest in £97 lls. 7d. War Loan 5 per cent. 1929-47 
Inscribed Stock, which had been placed to the Capital 
Account of the Library. 

Vote of Thanks.—It was resolved that the heartiest 
thanks of the Committee be accorded to the President 
for the time and trouble he had given to the matter of 
preparing a scheme for the re-furnishing and re-lighting 
of the Council room. 

Mr. Carter seconded the motion for the adoption 
of the report, which was carried unanimously. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the following report of the 
Examination Committee of the 6th January : 

In the absence of the Chairman, the President was 
appointed to the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Reports on December Examinations.—Reports of the 
Chairmen, Local Secretaries and Delegates on the December 
examinations were submitted. 

It was resolved (a) that the Examiners be requested on 
the occasion of future examinations to point out in their 
reports any particular instance of evidence of insufficient 
general education in the candidates; (6) that letters of 
thanks be addressed to those persons who and institutions 
which had rendered assistance to the Council in connection 
with the Examinations; (c) that it be an instruction to 
the delegates attending examinations and to Local Secre- 
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taries, to arrange for a simple ceremony of graduation ; 
the delegate, in the absence of the President, being autho- 
rised to act in his stead in welcoming new members into 
the profession. 

Fellowship Examination.—The Secretary reported that 
two entries for the Fellowship Examination had been 
received,that one thesis had been rejected by the Examiners 
and that in the other case, the candidate had been admitted 
to an oral examination and had been successful. 

D.V.S.M.—The Secretary reported that a special 
examination for the D.V.S8.M. had been held in Edinburgh 
in the month of December at which two candidates entered, 
one of whom was successful. 

Educational Certificates.._Educational Certificates Nos. 
3059-3074 and 3077 to 3080 were submitted and approved. 

Byelaw 62.—An application was received from candidate 
No. 3075, a graduate in science at the Punjab University, 
having passed in Chemistry, Botany and English, for 
exemption under Byelaw 62, and the Secretary was 
authorised to state that on the production of proper 
evidence the required exemption would be granted. 

Concessions. (a) Preliminary Examination.—-An appli- 
cation was received from candidate No. 3076 for the recog- 
nition of educational certificates to be completed in 
February next as rendering him eligible to enter upon the 
veterinary course at the present term in order to qualify 
for the Class A examination in December next. 

It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 

(6) Fellowship Examination.-- An application was 
received from a candidate for a ruling as to whether a 
collaborate thesis of 20,000 words written by two candidates 
would be acceptable for the Fellowship Diploma. The 
Secretary was instructed to reply that such a thesis would 
not be acceptable, and advising the applicant that two 
separate theses should be submitted showing clearly the 
work done by each candidate. 

(c) D. V.S.M.—An application was received from Mr. 
Hugh Begg, jun., for admission to the next examination 
without further attendance. 

It was resolved that on the recommendation of the 
Examiner the application be granted. 

An application was received from Mr. G. B. 
for the recognition of one month’s service with the Ministry 
of Agriculture pro tanto undet Byelaw 106 (iii). 

It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 

An application was received from Mr. N. A. McEwen 
for exemption from the provision of Byelaw 106 (iii) on 
the grounds of (1) 34 years war service in R.A.V.C.; (2) 
6 years veterinary inspector, Diseases of Animals Acts, in 
4 parishes ; (3) 7 years local Veterinary inspector, Ministry 
of Agriculture; and (4) several years meat inspector, 
Wigtown and Newton Stewart. 

It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 

An application was received from two candidates who 
obtained the Diploma of Membership at the December 
Examinations for permission to present themselves for 
examination in June next, but as under the circumstances 
these candidates could not comply with the provisions of 
Byelaw 106 (iii) the applications were not acceded to. 

An application was received from Mr. R. J. Roe, Govern- 
ment Veterinary Surgeon, Cyprus, for exemption from the 
provisions of Byelaw 106 (iii). 


Simmins 
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It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 

(d) Medical Certificate—A medical certificate was 
received in respect of candidate No. 2789, and it was 
resolved that the action of the Secretary in holding over 
his examination fee paid in July, 1926, for the examination 
in December, be approved. 

Sub- Committee on Curriculum.—tThe following report of 
the Sub-Committee on Curriculum was submitted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and signed as correct. 

Syllabus of examination.—It was resolved,— 

(a) That the present Syllabus in Stable Management 
be added to the Examination Syllabus in Hygiene ; 
(6) That the words ‘ Breeding and Heredity” be 
omitted from the syllabus in Hygiene; (c) That the 
subject of Zootechny be added to the Examination 
Syllabus in Medicine. 

Examinations.—It was resolved (a) That the oral 
examination in Hygiene, Class © be extended to 45 minutes; 
(6) That two papers be set in Medicine as follows— 

1. Medicine proper. 

2. Parasitology, Meat Inspection, Zootechny. 

The further consideration of the matter was deferred. 

It was resolved that the consideration of the matter be 
deferred till the next meeting. 

Examiners’ Fees.—A memorandum was submitted 
showing the effect of the increased time given by the 
Examiners in Classes B and C, and it was resolved to 
recommend that the fee payable to Examiners in Classes 
B and C be 9s. per student, except that in Stable Manage- 
ment, where the fee shall be 7s. 6d. per student. 

D.V.S.M. Examinership in Meat Inspection, ete.— 
Applications were received for appointment as Specialist 
Examiner in Meat Inspection, ete., for the D.V.S8.M. 
examination, which were considered in confidence. 

[It was resolved to recommend that Mr. J. McAllan, 
M.A., B.Se., M.R.C.V.8., be appointed Examiner in Meat 
and Milk Inspection, etc., for the D.V.S.M. 

The Presipenr: As the temporary Chairman of 
this Committee, | move the reception and adoption 
of this report. 

Professor Gorron: I should like to ask if it is 
quite in order to pass the report and in passing it to 
elect the new Examiner for the D.V.S.M.? I rather 
fancy that has to be done as a separate proceeding. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. I ask you to receive and 
adopt the report with the exception of Section 9, 
which refers to the appointment of a special Examiner 
in meat inspection for the Diploma of Veterinary 
State Medicine. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: | second that. 

Professor GAIGER: Arising out of that report, may 
I ask for your ruling on a question of procedure ? In 

July last the Council passed a resolution accepting 
in principle the placing of stable management under 
hygiene in the third year. 1 want to ask you when 
would be the correct time to receive a motion that 
this resolution of Council be rescinded ? 

The Prestpent: My ruling is that you have to give 
notice of motion. 

Professor GaIGeER: Do you mean that I lave to 
give notice at this meeting for the next meeting? It 
does not involve a Bye-law. 

The Prestipent: You must give 14 days’ notice 
to the Secretary before the next meeting. 
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The resolution for the adoption of the report, with 
the exception of Section 9, was then put, and carried 
unanimously. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the following report of the 
Registration Committee of January 6th: 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Cases.—No. 2074, Poor People’s Dispensary for Sick 
Animals. A report was submitted by the Sub-Committee 
appointed at the previous meeting to consider the general 
question of voluntary organisations for providing free 
treatment for the animals of the poor. The Sub-Committee 
recommended that no action be taken except such as may 
be found to be necessary under the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act, 1881. 

It was resolved that the report of the Sub-Committee 
be approved. 

No. 2143, Coleman Veterinary Establishment. An 
undertaking was submitted which was considered satis- 
factory. 

No. 2184, Pickworth, W., non-member, appointed as 
veterinary surgeon to Darlaston Urban District Council. 
The Secretary was instructed to communicate with the 
Urban District Council further on the matter. 

No. 2189, Woodward, J. H., non-member, ‘ Canine 
Specialist and V.S.”. The Solicitor reported that a con- 
viction has been obtained in this case with a fine of £5 
and £2 2s. Od. costs. 

No. 2204, Marsh, C., non-member, use of title. Further 
information was received and it was resolved that the case 
be struck out. 

No. 2206, member, touting. An undertaking was 
submitted which was considered to be satisfactory. 

No. 2208, Sewell, E. J., non-member (name removed), 
using title. The Solicitor reported a conviction in this 
case with a fine of 40s. and £10 10s. 0d. costs. 

No. 2212, member. Correspondence was submitted in 
this case, but no further action was taken. 

No. 2215, Crocker, ex-veterinary sergeant, non-member. 
This case was ordered to be struck out in the absence of 
evidence. 

No. 2216, member. Explanation received and the case 
was ordered to be struck out. 

No. 2221, Taylor, W. E., non-member, using title 
“Canine Specialist.” This case was ordered to be struck 
out in the absence of proper evidence. 

No. 2224, member. A satisfactory undertaking was 
received. 

No. 2225, member, covering. A letter of explanation 
was received from this member, but the case was deferred, 
the Secretary being instructed to make further enquiries 
and with the consent of the President, to call upon the 
member to appear before the next meeting. 

No. 2226, Richings, C., non-member, using title. This 
case was ordered to stand over for further evidence. 

No. 2228, member. Correspondence was submitted 
and an undertaking that the advertisement would not be 


repeated in the manner complained of. 
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No. 2229, member. (a) Breach of Byelaw 53. Letters 
of explanation were received from this member and the 
matter was deferred for further enquiries. 

(6) The Secretary was instructed to investigate the 
complaints made by this member, and to report to the 
next meeting of the Committee. 

No. 2230, An 
received from this member which was accepted. 


member, covering. undertaking was 


No. 2231, member, covering. A satisfactory explanation 
was received in this case. 

No. 2232, member, advertising. It was resolved that 
there was no case. 

No. 2233, member, conduct. It was resolved that there 
was no case. 

No. 


instructed to communicate with this member asking for 


2234, member, advertising. The Secretary was 
an explanation to be submitted to the next meeting of 
the Committee. 

No. 2235 (a) member, son’s advertisement. Secretary 
was instructed to communicate with this member request- 
ing him to have the advertisement discontinued. 

No. 2235 (b), Worswick, non-member, * Dog Specialist.”’ 
Tt was resolved that a prosecution be instituted in this 
case if proper evidence can be obtained. 

No. 2236, members, advertising. A letter of apology 
and undertaking were received in this case. 

No. 2237, Weighton, W., non-member, described in 
telephone directory as > An under- 
taking was received that the offence will be discontinued, 
title 
The complaint was withdrawn 


‘ 


* Veterinary Surgeon.’ 

No. 2238, Hague, H. H., non-member, use of 
“ Veterinary Inspector.” 
in this case. 


No. 
Veterinary Officer at 


2239, Cleveland, W., non-member, appointed as 
Beccles. The Secretary was in- 
structed to communicate with the Beccles Corporation on 
this matter. 
No. 2240, 
** Veterinary.” 
instituted in this case if sufficient evidence is obtainable, 
and that the Secretary be instructed to report the matter 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and the Local Authority. 


Loveridge, W., non-member, using title 


[t was resolved that a prosecution be 


No. 2241, Grass, R. J., non-member, ‘ Dog Specialist.” 
It was resolved that a prosecution be instituted in this 
case if proper evidence is obtainable. 


No. 2242, Gill, C. W. T., non-member, “* Canine Special- 


ist.” It was resolved that a prosecution be instituted in 


this case if proper evidence can be obtained. 

No. 2243, member, advertisement of ‘ Dog 
Bureau.” An explanation was received from this member 
and it was resolved that the case stand over for further 


wile’s 


evidence. 

No. 2244, Atkins, Wm., non-member, styled ‘‘ Veterinary 
Surgeon” in Kelly’s Directory. An undertaking was 
received from the publishers that the title will not be 
repeated in the next edition of the Directory. 

No. 2245, Churchill, J. W., non-member, “ Infirmary 
for Animals.’ It was resolved that there was no case. 

No. 2246, Ltd., non-members, 
advertising “‘ Cupiss Constitution Balls.” It was resolved 
that there was no case. 


Francis, Cupiss 
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No. 2247, Wright, C. E., non-member, “‘ Canine Special- 
ist.” It was resolved that a prosecution be instituted in 
this case if proper evidence is obtainable. 

No. 2248, member, wife’s advertisement of Kennels and 
issue of Circulars. This case was ordered to stand over 
for further evidence. 

No. 2249, Laxton, non-member, ‘ Canine Expert.” It 
was resolved that there was no case. 

No. 2193, member, daughter’s advertisement of Kennels. 
This case was ordered to stand over for further investiga- 


tion. 
No. 2250, member, advertising. An explanation was 


received and it was resolved that there was no case. 
Correspondence.—Correspondence was submitted and 
the Secretary was instructed as to the replies to be sent. 
Veterinary Advisers.—'The submitted a 
report on the duties of Veterinary Advisers appointed 
under the Advisory Scheme of the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Warning Notices.—A draft warning notice to members 
was submitted, but the consideration of the matter was 
referred to a special meeting of the Committee to be called 


Secretary 


in April. It was resolved that at the proposed special 
meeting special consideration should be given to the 
following questions :— 

(a) The employment of unqualified assistants. 

(6) The advertisements, by persons in charge, of board- 
ing kennels, ete., in connection with veterinary 
practices. 

Sub-Committee.—The question of the advisability of 

appointing a small sub-committee to give preliminary 
consideration to complaints received was considered, and 
it was resolved that the matter be referred to the proposed 
special meeting of the Committee. 


The Prestpent: | formally move the reception 
and adoption of the report of the Registration 
Committee. 

Mr. McKinna seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

On the motion of the PRESTDENT, seconded by 
Mr. WEsT, it was resolved that the Seal of the College 
be attached to the prosecutions which had been 
authorised. 

R.A.V.C. Sun-CoMMITTEE. ., 

The Secrerary read the following report of the 
R.A.V.C. Sub-Committee : 

Meeting on 20th October, 1926. 

The President was appointed to the Chair. 

R.A. V.C. Pay Warrant.—The revised Pay Warrant 
for the R.A.V.C. was considered in detail, but, after dis- 
cussion, the consideration was deferred to the next meeting, 
the Secretary being instructed, in the meantime, to obtain 
further information and to draw up a draft letter to the 
War Office. 

Meeting of November 4th, 1926. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

R.A. V.C. Pay Warrant.-_-A draft letter to the War 
Office was submitted and it was resolved that the letter 
as amended be addressed forthwith to the Secretary of 
State for War. 

The letter is as follows :— 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10, Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1, 
October, 1926. 
The Secretary of State for War, 

War Oftice. 

Sir,—The attention of my Council has been called to 
A.O.196 of 1926 amending the Royal Warrant for Pay, 
etc. in regard to the Royal Army Medical Corps, the 
Army Dental Corps, and the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, making certain increases in the rates of pay and 
retiring gratuities and improving the conditions of 
promotion and retirement of officers in the above- 
mentioned corps. 

[ am directed to inform you that the Council, while 
noting that certain improvements have been made in 
the rates of the pay of Officers, R.A.V.C., is of opinion 
that these are not commensurate with the improvements 
granted to the other two services mentioned, and in 
certain instances, show such grave disparities of treat- 
ment as to cause much dissatis‘action among officers of 
the R.A.V.C. 

The Council desire to draw attention to the following 
instances 

1. Whereas officers joining the recently formed Army 
Dental Corps receive the same pay, £1 per day, as 
officers joining the R.A.V.C., after 12 years’ service 
a Major, A.D.C. receives £1 15s. per day, whereas a 
Major, R.A.V.C. only receives £1 Ils. per day. 
This makes a difference on the year’s pay of £73, and 
for the period of three years during which officers of 
both branches are on this rate, a total difference of 
£219. 

2. In the following three years, trom the 16th to 
the 18th year, while the oificer R.A.V.C. receives £1 13s. 
per day, which is no increase at all on the previous 
rate for this period, the officer A.D.C. receives £2 per 
per day, an increase of 2s. per day over his previous 
rate. In these three vears the officer A.D.C. receives 
a sum of £383 5s. more than the officer, R.A.V.C. 
of similar standing. 

At this period of service the officers both of the R.A. 
M.C. and the A.D.C. have been granted increases as 
follows 

Value of total 


Years ot Service increase. 
R.A.M.C. 1. t7, 36 £136 17s.6d. 
A.D.C. 16, 17, 18 £109 10s.0d. 


During this period the officer R.A.V.C. receives no 
increased emoluments. 

3. In the 19th year of service, an officer in the R.A. 
M.C. receives an increased pay of 5s. over the previous 
rate, in the A.D.C. 4s. 6d., but in the R.A.V.C. only 3s. 
In this year, therefore, the value totals of the increases 
given are 

R.A.M.C. £91 5s. Od. , 
A.D.C. £82 2s. 6d. 
R.A.V.C. £54 15s.0d. 

4. On promotion to Lieut-Colonel the increases 
granted again show an incomprehensible disparity, e.g. 
R.A.M.C. increase per day, 7s.6d. 

A.D.C. increase per day, 7s.6d. 
R.A.V.C. increase nil. per day. 

During the first three years’ service in this rank, 
therefore, the Lieut-Colonel R.A.M.C. and A.D.C. will 
receive a total increase of £410 12s. 6d. while the Lieut- 
Colonel R.A.V.C. receives no increase at all. 

The disparity is the more striking if one considers 
the total actual pay of the Lieut-Colone! jor this period 
in the three branches-— 

R.A.M.C. £3,148 2s. 6d. 
A.D.C. £3,011 5s. Od. 
R.A.V.C. £2,682 15s.0d. 

The Lieut-Colonel R.A.V.C. receives during these 
three years £328 10s. less than his brother officer 
of the same rank in the A.D.C., though at the commence- 
ment of their service their pay was equal. 
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5. In the rank of Colonel, an increase of 5s. has 
been granted in the R.A.M.C ; the rank of Colonel has 
been created in the A.D.C. at the rate of £3 7s. 6d. per 
day, but in the R.A.V.C., no increase whatever has 
been made, and the Colonel stands at £2 15s. 
per day, i.e. 12s. 6d. per day or £228 2s. 6d. per annum 
less than his brother officer in the newly created A.D.C. 

My Council do not at present offer any criticism 
of the pay of the junior ranks, but they feel that those 
set out for the higher ranks ought to be reconsidered 
with a view to lessening the great disparity with exists 
between the pay of an officer R.A.V.C. and that of 
officers of similar standing in the other two medical 
branches of the service. Assuming that a Major 
remains in the rank for nine years, the total pay receiv- 
able in the three branches shows at once how consider- 
able is the difference in this period of service when 
it may be assumed that in the ordinary course of events 
his domestic and other responsibilities are at their 
highest. 

Nine years’ pay as Major in the 

R.A.M.C. £6,935 Os. Od. 
A.D.C. £6,524 7s. 6d. 
R.A.V.C. £5,529 15s. Od. 

This disparity, which is intensified in the higher 
ranks, is, my Council venture respectfully to submit, 
not justified by any comparison of the relative qualiti- 
cations, and in particular, it appears to be very un- 
reasonable that there should be, in the pay of Majors 
in the A.D.C.and the R.A.V.C.,who at the commencement 
of their career, are on equal footing, so great a difter- 
ence as shown above, amounting to nearly £1,000. 

6. Tam also to point out that the pay of the Assis- 
tant Director General, A.V.S. remains the pay of his 
rank with 2s. 9d. a day, whereas in the R.A.M.C., an 
officer employed as Assistant D.G., Assistant Director, 
or D.A.D.G., is to receive additional pay at 5s. a day 
instead of 2s. 9d. In the opinion of my Council the 
same increase ought to be granted to the A.D.G., A.V.S. 

7. The Counci! would further point out that the 
D.G., A.V.S., although he holds the rank of Major- 
General receives only £3 Il4s. 6d. per day, the pay ot 
a Grade B Director. His pay is 15s. 6d. per day less 
than that of the Principal Ordnance Officer and £1 Os. 
6d. per day less than that granted to a Major-General 
in the A.M.S., or the Deputy Director-General in the 
A.M.S. 

It is respectfully urged that the pay of the D.G.., 
A.V.S., should be that of a Grade A Director or of a 
Major-General in charge of Administration, namely 
£4 10s. per day. 

8. The new scale of retiring gratuities for officers, 
R.A.V.C. while showing a considerable inprovement, 
is also in striking contrast with that for officers R.A.M.C. 
and A.D.C. At 18 years’ service the officer R.A.V.C. 
receives £500 less than an officer in the A.D.C. and 
£1,000 less than an officer in the R.A.M.C. 

These striking disparities are, my Council respect- 
fully submit, calculated to produce discontent and 
dissatisfaction in the Senior ranks, and the less favourable 
treatment accorded to the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, places its officers on a status much lower than 
the outstanding value of their services, as proved in 
the Great War, really deserves. 

I am therefore most urgently to ask that the Royal 
Warrant for pay may receive early reconsideration 
with a view to removing the very serious disadvantages 
under which the officers, R.A.V.C. are asked to serve 
as compared with the improved conditions of pay gran- 
ted to the R.A.M.C. and the A.D.C. 

I am, Sir. 
Your obedient Servant, 
Frep BULLOCK, 
Secretary. 


Meeting of 5th January, 1927. 


The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 


signed as correct. 
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R. A. V.C. Pay.—A letter dated 8th December, 1926, 
was received from the War Office as follows :— 

48 /Mise. /3117 (F.2.B.). 8th December, 1926. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 8th November, 

1926, regarding the pay, promotion, etc., of the Royal 

Army Veterinary Corps, I am commanded to inform 

you that as the new rates of pay, etc., promulgated in 

Army Order 196 of 1926, for the Royal Army Medical 

Corps, the Army Dental Corps, and the Royal Army 

Veterinary Corps, were decided upon by His Majesty’s 

Government after examination of the whole subject 

by a specially appointed committee, the Army Council 

regret that they are unable to reopen the question.— 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, A. E. Wrppows. 

It was resolved that a further letter be addressed to the 
Secretary of State for War (a) reiterating the Council’s 
considered opinion that the conditions of pay of officers 
R.A.V.C., as compared with those of officers R.A.M.C., 
and A.D.C., are unfair to the present serving officers and 
derogatory to the profession, and (6) expressing the 
Council’s keen disappointment that, as the body repre- 
senting the veterinary profession, they were not given an 
opportunity of considering the proposed changes and 
making the views of the profession known before the new 
Warrant was settled. 

The PresipENT: I move the reception and adop- 
tion of this report. 

Sir Joun Moore: | second that, and in doing so I 
should like to ask the number of the letter and the 
letter in front of the number on the letter received 
from the Army Council. The reason I ask for that 
is that it indicates the office of the Army that wrote 
the letter. 

The Secretary: I will put that on the report. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 

Professor Gorton read the following report of the 
Parliamentary Committee of January 6th, and moved 
its reception and adoption :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Reports of Sub- Committees.—(a) Meat Inspection.—The 
following report of the Meat Inspection Sub-Committee 
was submitted and approved :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and were signed as correct. 

Meat Inspection.—The Secretary submitted a report 
on interviews that had taken place between the President, 
Colonel T. D. Young, and himself, with the President and 
Executive Committee of the National Federation of Meat 
Traders’ Associations. 

The Federation asked that six members of the Council 
should be appointed to meet a similar number of Members 
of the Executive Committee for the purpose of considering 
(a) such alteration in the law as will ensure that those 
empowered to condemn meat shall have been adequately 
trained in meat inspection ; (b) the method of training 
and the examination of candidates for such posts. 

It was resolved to recommend that the following be 
appointed a Committee to meet the members of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Federation :—Lt.-Col. J. W. 
Brittlebank, Mr. A. Gofton, Sir J. M’Fadyean, Dr. T. 
Share-Jones, Mr. T. F. Spencer, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, 
and Lt.-Col. T. D. Young. 
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That the first meeting be held at this address at the 
date of the confirmatory meeting of Council. 

Sanitary Officers’ Order.—The Sanitary Officers’ Order 
and Circular 761 of the Ministry of Health were reconsidered, 
and it was resolved (with one dissentient) that no action 
be taken. 

(6) Jrish Free State.—The following report of the Trish 
Free State Sub-Committee held on the 6th January, 1927, 
was submitted :— 

Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting. having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

Correspondence. -- The Secretary submitted letters 
addressed to the Dominions Office and the Department of 
Lands and Agriculture, but reported that no reply had 
yet been received to the representations made by the 
Council. 

Professor Craig reported that the V.M.A. of Ireland 
had circularised all members of the profession in the Free 
State and had ascertained that out of 320 members, 298 
supported the recommendations of the Council that the 
Veterinary Surgeons Acts should be adapted by the Irish 
Free State Government to the Irish Free State. 

After further discussion it was resolved to recommend 
that a deputation should be appointed who would be 
prepared to meet the Irish Executive if definite proposals 
were submitted by the Irish Free State Government for 
discussion. 

It was resolved that the report be received, but that, in 
the absence of definite proposals, no further action be 
taken for the present. 

Private Bills.—Extracts from the following Private 
Bills were submitted :—Aberdare U.D.C., Clauses 99 and 
103; Chepping Wycombe Corporation, Clause 146 ; 
Fleetwood U.D.C., Clause 97. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to 
communicate with the promoters of the Aberdare U.D.C. 
Bill requesting them to accept an amendment to Clause 99 
to provide that the powers of Section 116 of the Public 
Health Act, 1875, be extended to the veterinary inspector. 

Parliamentary Publications._-It was resolved that the 
Secretary be authorised to obtain the Parliamentary 
Debates during the coming session. 

New Zealand V.S. Act.—A copy of the New Zealand 
Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1926, was submitted. 

Inspection of Cattle by Sanitary Inspectors.—Corres- 
pondence was submitted from the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Ministry of Health and the Lancashire County 
Council to the effect that arrangements had now been 
made whereby the examination of cattle in pursuance of 
the Milk and Dairies Act, 1915, will in future be carried 
out by a panel of veterinary surgeons and not by the 
Chief Sanitary Officer. . 

Poisons and Pharmarcy Act Committee.—The question 
of the advisability of submitting evidence for the Poisons 
and Pharmacy Act Committee was discussed and it was 
resolved that no action be taken. 

Colonial Veterinary Administrations. 
reported that he had had an interview with a Colonial 
Veterinary Officer with regard to the position of Veterinary 
Administrations in the Colonies and it was resolved that 
the Secretary be instructed to obtain information from 
the Chief Veterinary Officers and submit the same to the 
Committee at its next meeting. 

Mr. West seconded the motion, which was carried 


unanimously. 


The Secretary 
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Honours AND Prizes ComMMITTEr. 


Sir Joun Moore read the following report of the 
Honours and Prizes Committee of January 7th, and 
moved its reception and adoption : 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Williams Memorial Prize.—The report of the auditors 
was read showing that Miss Ida Lloyd Roberts obtained 
the highest number of marks, namely, 133, in the final 
examination for membership during the year 1926, and 
it was resolved that the Williams Memorial Prize for 1926 
he awarded to Miss Ida Lloyd Roberts, a graduate of the 
School of Veterinary Science, Liverpool. 

Walley Memorial Prize.—The report of the auditors was 
submitted which showed that Mr. E. Messervy had obtained 
the highest number of marks, namely, 116, at the written 
examination in Class C during the session 1925-26, and it 
was resolved that the Walley Memorial Prize for 1926 he 
awarded to Mr. EK. Messervy of the Royal Veterinary 
College, London. 

Jubilee Memorial Prize.—It was resolved that the next 
examination for the Jubilee Memorial Prize be held on 
September 22nd and 23rd, 1927. 


Mr. McKtInna seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


PUBLICATION AND Liprary. COMMITTER, 

Dr. Brapiey read the following report of the 
Publication and Library Committee of January 7th, 
and moved its reception and adoption : 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Sub-Committee. —The following report of the Library 
Sub-Committee was read and adopted : 


The Library Sub-Committee report that they have 
held two meetings, Mr. G. H. Livesey having been 


appointed Chairman. They have selected new  text- 

books to the value of £60 7s. 5d. for purchase. 

They also recommend that the Librarian should 
be authorised to obtain back numbers of thirty-three 
periodicals in order to complete sets. 

Presentations to the Library.—The Librarian reported 
the presentations made to the Library during the past 
quarter, and it was resolved that the thanks of the Council 
he conveyed to the respective donors. 

Purchases.—The Librarian submitted a list of books 
purchased since the previous meeting, which was approved. 

Carnegie U. K. Trust Grant.—The Librarian reported 
that the sum of £200 had been received on account of the 
Carnegie U.IX. Trust Grant. 

November Conference.—The following report of the 
Librarian on the November Conference was received 


and adopted. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT ON NOVEMBER, 1926 CONFERENCE. 


I beg to report that on November 17th 1926, I attended 
a Conference of the Librarians of Outlier Libraries conven- 
ed by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, and held at 
the College of Preceptors. 

Representatives from Libraries which have received 
a grant from the trust were present and questions con- 
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cerning the work of the system of Outlier Libraries were 
discussed. 

Among the questions affecting the College Library 
were the following :—- 

l. The Supply of a duplicate catalogue to the Central 
Library for Students. 

2. Length of time books may be retained. 

3. Adequacy of the Trust grant in return for services 
rendered. 

1. Catalogue.—It was decided that where possible, 
Outlier Libraries should supply the Central Library for 
Students with a duplicate card in respect of every new book 
added to the Library as from January 1927. The Central 
Library for Students would then endeavour to make 
arrangements for taking extracts from the catalogue for 
its own purposes in respect of books acquired prior to that 
date. 

2. Time of retention.—-A request was made that the 
Central Library for Students should be allowed to retain 
books for 5 weeks. 

3. Adequacy of Grant.—I ascertained that the grant 
already made by the Trust did not necessarily represent 
the whole of the assistance which the College Library 
might receive, but that an application for further 
assistance would be favourably entertained if good 
reason could be shown for further expenditure in the 
purchase of hooks, the completion of sets of periodicals 
and binding. The Carnegie Trustees appear to be un- 
willing that any portion of their grant should be used in 
providing shelving, but as the College is receiving very 
considerable assistance in the purchase of literature, it 
will not be difficult to provide the necessary addition to 
the shelving out of the annual grant made by the College. 

Proposed Purchases and Binding. —A list of volumes 
suggested for purchase was submitted and the matter 
was referred to the Library Sub-Committee with power 
to purchase such books as they consider necessary and 
to arrange for the binding of periodicals. 

Cataloguing. —The Librarian reported that the Catalogu- 
ing of the books was progressing satisfactorily. 

Shelving. The Librarian was authorised to obtain 
an estimate for the provision of a new bay. 

Mr. CLarkson: I second the motion for the 
adoption of the report. 

The Prestpenr: Is there any discussion on this 
report ? It covers a very wide field and represents 
alot of work. If there is no discussion, I will put the 
motion. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


CHAIRMEN S COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the following reports of two 
meetings of the Chairmen’s Committee : 

Meeting of 8th October, 1926. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated were taken as read and were signed 
as correct. 

Legal Decisions.—-The Secretary submitted a draft 
statement showing the effect of legal decisions on the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act and he was instructed to complete 
the draft by the addition of a précis of the more important 
decisions of the Registration Committee and to submit 
the same to this Committee at its next meeting. 

File of Registration Cases.—It was resolved that the 
Solicitor be instructed to lodge with the Secretary all 
cases immediately they are closed, for the purpose of 


filing. 
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Consiitution.—It was resolved to recommend that the 
Treasurer and two Vice-Presidents should be appointed 
as ex officio members of this Committee. 

Meeting of 6th January, 1927. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and were signed 
as correct. 

Academic Dress.—The question of the provision of a 
Robing Room was considered and it was resolved to 
recommend that the small room adjacent to the Library 
be re-decorated and that estimates be obtained for the 
provision ef a suitable cupboard in which to hang the 
the Members’ Gowns. 

Allotting of Seats.—The question of the allotment of 
seats in the Council Room was discussed and it was not 
considered desirable at present to introduce any such 
scheme. 

Committee Meetings.—It was resolved to recommend 
that in future all meetings of Committees other than the 
Registration Committee should be held in the Library. 
(not adopted—-see below. ). 

The Prestpent: I move the reception and adop- 
tion of these two reports of the meetings of the 
Chairmen’s Committee. 

Mr. Hueues: I second that. 

Mr. WiLLEtr: Do we understand that, if the report 
of the Chairmen’s Committee is adopted, all com- 
mittee meetings will in future be held in the Library ? 

The PrestpENT: Yes. The report says: ~ It was 
resolved to recommend that all meetings of Com- 
mittees, other than the Registration Committee, 
should be held in the Library.” I think we had 
better say ‘as far as possible.” 

Mr. Mate: Is that recommendatign open for dis- 
cussion now, or will it come before any other Com- 
mittee ? 

The PRESIDENT : 
for discussion now. 

Mr. Mate: Is there any reason why the meetings 
of the Committees should not be held in this Council 
Room, as before? The Library is not very com- 
fortable. There is not enough room and there are 
not enough chairs. 

The Prestpent: Both chairs and tables can be 
provided to give sufficient accommodation. 

Mr. MALE: There is not room at some of the 
Committee meetings for the members to get round the 
table. 


No. The whole report is open 


The PRESIDENT: We can give the recommendation 


a trial, provided there are sufficient tables and chairs. 
Is that the only objection to the suggestion ? 

Mr. Mate: I think this room is more comfortable, 
and certainly the chairs are more comfortable. I 
asked the question with the object of ascertaining 
what was the objection to the Council room being 
used. 

The PrestpEntT: I think probably, if I may be 
allowed to say so, the Committee had in view the 
possible acceptance by the Council of the scheme 
which has been approved to-day in regard to refurnish- 
ing this room, which does not lend itself very con- 
veniently to the holding of communal Committee 
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meetings. | think you might defer the question of 
the amenities of the Library for the moment, because 
we shall be able to provide sufficient tables and chairs 
up there. 

Mr. WILLETT: I understand that we are going to 
have proper tables and seats provided here in the 
Council room, and all the papers of individual members 
will be in their particular drawers. If this recom- 
mendation is adopted, and the meetings of the Com- 
mittees are held in the Library, then each of us will 
have to take his papers out of his drawers up to the 
Committee meetings and bring them back again. 
Personally, I do not see any point in going up to the 
Library to hold the Committee meetings. 

Colonel DuNLop YounG: Does this recommenda- 
tion mean that it is a temporary arrangement until 
the re-seating of the Council room has been carried 
out, or is it to be a permanent arrangement ? 

The PResipENT: It is hoped to be a permanent 
arrangement. I may tell you quite frankly that the 
suggestion has been made in view of the fact that the 
Committees sometimes find it rather difficult to carry 
on their business. While, during their discussions, 
there is no desire to exclude other members of other 
Committees, this Council Chamber is the only place 
in which members can wait for the meetings of Com- 
mittees on which they may be engaged at a later stage 
of the proceedings, and considerable difficulty has 
been felt in carrying on the actual business of a 
Committee while a number of other members, who 
were not particularly interested, were holding, shall 
I say, a Sub-committee meeting in the corner. 

Mr. West: May I suggest that those of us who 
are not on the Committee that is sitting should go 
into the Library, whilst the Committee should sit 
in the Council room? (Hear, hear!) 

The Prestoent: The Chairmen’s Committee felt 
that they would rather subject themselves to any 
temporary discomfort than ask the members to do so. 

Mr. WitLetr: In order to test the feeling of the 
Council on this particular matter, | beg to move that 
the question of the holding of the Committee meetings 
in the Library be referred baek to the Committee. 

The Prestipent: Mr. Willett moves that Section 
4 of the second report of the Chairmen’s Committee 
be referred back. 

Mr. MALE: I second that. 

Mr. WILLET?T’s amendment 
carried, 16 voting for. 

The Presipent: With the exception of that 
portion of the report which has been referred back, 
I now put the motion for the adoption of the report 
of the Chairmen’s Committee. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 


was then put and 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINER D.V.S.M. 


The PrestpENtT: | think it is usual for the Council 
to go into Committee in order that if any question 
has to be discussed in regard to the merits or demerits 
of the particular Examiner it can be done in camera. 
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On the motion of Mr. Hugues, seconded by Mr. 
CARTER, the Council resolved itself into Committee. 

On the Council resuming its sittings in public, on 
the motion of Professor Gorron, seconded by Dr. 
BRADLEY, it was unanimously resolved that Mr. 
James McAllan be appointed Examiner in Meat and 
Milk Inspection for the D.V.S.M. examination. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 

The Secretary: It is usual at the Council meeting 
in January to decide the date of the Annual Dinner. 
The Dinner Committee have taken it upon themselves 
to reserve provisionally the King Edward VII. Rooms 
at the Hotel Victoria for Wednesday, the 29th June, 
and Wednesday, the 6th July. The Council meeting 
and Committee meetings will be held on June 30th 
and July Ist, so that the first date recommended, 
Wednesday, 29th June, would be the evening imme- 
diately preceding the meetings of the Committees on 
the Thursday. 

Professor WutrEHOUSE: What is the date of the 
written examination ? 

The Secretary: In the following week. 

Sir Joun Moore: | beg to propose that the Annual 
Dinner be held on Wednesday, 29th Jane. 

Mr. McKinna seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

It was also agreed that the dinner should be held 
at the Hotel Victoria, and that the arrangements for 
the Dinner should be left in the hands of the Dinner 
Committee, 

The Secretary: With regard to the Dinner Com- 
mittee, the Council usually re-appoint the Dinner 
Committee of the previous year. The Dinner Com- 
mittee last year consisted of the President, the 
Treasurer, Mr. King, Mr. Livesey, Mr. MelIntosh, 
Sir John Moore, Colonel Simpson, Mr. Willett and 
Professor Wooldridge. 

The Presipent: | suggest that we re-clect that 
Committee with the addition of Mr. West, Mr. Hobday 
and Colonel Dunlop Young. 

On the motion of Mr. MALE, seconded by Professor 
Suare-JoNnes, this motion was carried unanimously. 

This concluded the business of the Quarterly 
Meeting of Couneil. 


[A report of the proceedings of the Special Meeting 
of Council, which followed immediately upon the 
above, will appear next week. -Ed.]. 








In cattle, both thyroid tissue and iodine content are 
greater in the female than in the male. The thyroids 
of herbivora have more iodine than those of carnivora. 

There appears to be a seasonal variation in the iodine 
content of sheep, pig and ox thyroids. The percentage 
between June and November is usually from two to three 
times as great as that between December and May. It is 
possible that these seasonal variations may be reflected 
in the incidence of disease processes. 


Adult herbivora, particularly goats, can live in good 
health without a thyroid, while the carnivora under such 
conditions will frequently suffer severely and die. 


(Continued at foot af next column. ) 
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Abnormal Disposition of Viscera in a Bitch. 
By R. F. Watt, M.R.C.V.S., Bayswater, W.1. 


On 2nd November, 1925, a West Highland bitch 
about eight months old was brought to me with the 
history of having been run over by a motor car. 
I diagnosed the case as one of rupture of the diaphragm, 
rupture and dislocation of the left lung, injury to the 
stomach, intestines and liver. The prognosis was not 
hopeful, but that she might recover sufficiently to get 
a certain amount of enjoyment out of life. 

For a month she seemed to be in no particular pain 
or distress except when passing urine or faeces, then 
she would give a peculiar scream. Under treatment 
and careful diet she made greater progress than | 
ever hoped to see, and she was sent home. 

Except for a fickle appetite, she appeared to be 
quite all right ; she was lively and used to race with 
other dogs, chase and catch rabbits, and in every way 
became a sporty little “ pal.” She was always thin 
in spite of every effort to make her put on flesh. 

On the 16th inst. I was called to see her and found 
her suffering from acute gastritis, from which she died 
this morning. 

Post-mortem confirmed the diagnosis, but I was 
astonished and wondered how she could have lived 
and carried on as she had done when I saw the dis- 
position and condition of the viscera. The heart was 
close to the diaphragm. The left lung was solid and 
part of it adherent to the opposite side of the chest 
wall. The right lung was very small but healthy. 
Occupying the greater part of the thoracic cavity was 
the stomach, which was about four times the normal 
size. Only the thickened pyloric portion was in the 
abdominal cavity. The right kidney was close to the 
pelvic cavity, and nestled against the liver, which lay 
close to the bladder on the right hand side of the body. 
The liver was folded so that the posterior surfaces 
of the lobes touched each other and slight adhesions 
had formed ; otherwise it was quite normal. 








(Continued from previous column). 


Widal and Abraimi found that when dogs were exposed 
to cold by immersion in water from 2° to 5° C, for varying 
periods and according to the length of immersion, they 
suffered from manifestations of shock in varying degree. 
Short periods produced changes in the blood consisting of ; 

1. Diminution in number of white corpuscles in 45 

minutes from 12,000 to 5,000. 
2. A relative increase of lymphocytes and decrease of 
polymorpho-nuclear cells. 
3. Large decrease in the clotting time of the blood. 
1. Diminution of the refractive index of the serum. 

Further symptoms were pyrexia, dyspna@a, nausea, 
cedema, urticaria, and finally hamoglobinuria. These 
symptoms are identical with those following the intra- 
venous injection of foreign protein into dogs. and with 
those of anaphylactic shock in the dog.—H. K. 


. 
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A Dicotomised Calf. 


By ArcurpaLpD Epaar, M.R.C.V.S., Whithorn. 


I am sending you a photograph of a monstrosity 
which I trust will be of sufficient interest to warrant 
publication. 

I took this monstrosity from a pure-bred Galloway 
cow—third calver. The cow suffered no ill effects 
whatever, and, as a matter of fact, never missed a 
single meal, being up and feeding within four hours, 
although five men were unable to effect delivery, 
and ultimately it had to be delivered with a lever. 

The calf was quite healthy, but minus the head, 
and, as will be seen from the accompanying picture, 
had eight legs. Four ears were growing from the 
thoracic region, and two eyes were also present—one 
twice the normal size, while the ot her was rudimentary. 
The monstrosity was about double the size of an 
ordinary calf. 

It was sent to Dr. Crew, of the Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, who said it was a very excellent specimen of a 
dicotomised calf. 


4 











A horse which had been running wild in Ireland for 20 
years has just died, and is believed to be at least 45 years 
old, a record age for that country. The hoofs and teeth 
have arrived at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
London, and will be examined by experts with a view to 
determining the animal’s age. 
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(Vaginal Gestation in Cows. S. Manescur in La 

Clinica Veterinaria, December, 1925.) 

Vaginal gestation in the cow was reported in 1910 
by Pagliardini (Bolletino Veterinario Italiano, p. 388). 
The foetus was described as forming a round mass, 
about the size of a man’s head, adherent to the 
mucous membrane of the vagina. It measured 
25 cm. in length and appeared to have had about 
seven months’ gestation. 

In 1923 the same writer with Malagoli (Clinica 
Veterinaria, p. 246) observed another case in a 
primipara. The foetus was about the size of a child’s 
head and it adhered to the mucous membrane of the 
vagina by a placenta. 

Gibellini (Clinica Veterinaria, 1924) published two 
observations on vaginal gestation. Recently, Sor- 
gato found in the vagina of a primipara a foetus of 
apparently about five months’ gestation. It was 
18 cm. in length and fixed in the region of the os 
uteri. Although text books do not mention this 
anomaly, there seems no doubt that it is not uncom- 
mon in cows. 

Two other cases are here reported :— 

(a) A heifer, aged fifteen months, covered by a bull 
of the same age when at grass. On examination, 
there was found in the vagina, in the region of the 
meatus urinarius, a round, fluctuating mass which 
obstructed the passage. On examination per rectum 
there was discovered a cylindrical body which was 
hard and lying in the transverse direction : the uterus, 
the front of which was slightly turned back, was quite 
normal. Rupture of the placenta produced a partly- 
coagulated liquid resembling linseed oil. The foetus, 
on being extracted, was found to measure 27 cm. It 
was partly covered with hair and the testicles were 
present. The envelopes adhered to the vaginal 
mucous membrane by very small pedunculated, 
round vegetations. The os uteri was perfectly closed. 
The foetus appeared to be of about five months’ 
gestation. 

(b) A cow, aged nine yeats, mated seven months 
previously, showed violent intermittent pains. The 
catheter having been passed, six litres of highly-col- 
oured urine were withdrawn. Exploration of the vagina 
discovered an irregularly-shaped, hard mass which 
proved to be a foetus, lying in the transvérse direction, 
of which the envelopes adhered in part to the vaginal 
mucous membrane. Despite prolonged efforts by 
the cow, extending to seven hours, it was impossible 
for her to expel the foetus. On rupture of the envelope, 
about a litre of thick, dark-coloured, amniotic liquid 
was discharged. The extraction of the foetus and the 
placenta was easily effected. The foetus measured 
44 cm. in length, weighed 10 kilos, was covered with 
hair, and the incisor teeth were present. The vagina 
was greatly dilated and the mucous membrane had 
attached to it pedunculated growths which resembled 
uterine cotyledons. The os uteri was closed and the 
uterus normal in size. The foetus appeared to be of 
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about 26 weeks’ gestation, but had not developed, 
this being due to its abnormal position and lack of 
space: its death was the cause of the expulsive 
efforts. w ER Be 


Vaccination of Poultry against Diphtheria and Con- 
tagious Epithelioma with Antidiphtherine. Schovei- 
zer Archiv. fur. Tierheilkunde, July 15th, p. 333.) 
Research workers appear to agree that the diph- 

theria and the contagious epithelioma which affect 

fowls are caused by one and the same virus, and that 

a fowl cured from an attack of diphtheria of the 

mucous membranes has an immunity against con- 

tagious epithelioma and vice versa. Vaccination can 
be effected by different methods: (a) With the non- 
modified virus of Basset and Beach (dangerous 
because it may produce an extension of the disease) ; 

(6) with the killed virus of Beach; (c) with the 

attenuated virus of Beach, Panisset and Verge ; 

(¢) with the living virus of de Blieck and Heelsbergen. 
The antidiphtherine of de Blieck and Heelsbergen 

is like Jenner's vaccine, employed by cutaneous 

inoculation. In Holland during the winter of 1924- 

1925, about 200,000 fowls have been vaccinated 

without a single accident. Inoculation of fowls 

actually suffering from the diseases often gave good 
results. The nhmber of eggs from inoculated fowls 
during the laying season was not diminished. Obser- 
vations made on several poultry experimental 
stations and on large farms have shown that the 
immunity acquired was still active after two or three 
years. T. D. Y. 








Mayor D. 8S. RABAGLIATI APPOINTED TO WEST RIDING 
(‘aTkF VETERINARY INSPECTORSHIP. 


The decision of the West Riding County Council to 
appoint a chief officer and four full-time assistants 
to carry out the work of veterinary inspection, hitherto 
performed by part-time men, has resulted in the 
appointment as Chief Veterinary ae og of Major 
D. 8. Rabagliati, O.B.E., B.Sc., F.R.C.V.8., D.V.S.M., 
of the Edinburgh Veterinary Department. 

“A short list of six candidates came before the 
Diseases of Animals Committee, ” says The Yorkshire 
Post of 19th January, “ and the choice fell upon Mr. 
Duncan 8. Rabagliati, son of Dr. Rabagliati, a well- 
known medical man of Bradford. The salary of the 
new post is £750 a year, rising by increments of £25 
a year to a maximum of £900. 

‘ Mr. Rabagliati, who is 45 years of age, is at present 
assistant veterinary inspector to the Corporation of 
Edinburgh, where, in 1904 (after passing from the 
Bradford Grammar School), he took his diploma at the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, after graduating B.Sc. 
He did brilliantly in his veterinary examinations, 
and, thereafter entered the service of the Egyptian 
Government. During the war he served with the 
Camel Corps and attained the rank of Major, having 
charge of a big camel hospital. He left the Egyptian 
service when it was decreed that British personnel 
should give place to native.” 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS. 





North of England Division. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


A meeting of this Division was held in the Friends’ 
School Premises, Darlington, on 27th November, 1926, 
when the Chair was occupied by the President, Mr. 
T. Wilkinson, and the attendance book was signed by 
the following: Messrs. H. 8. Elphick, J. W. Rider, 
E. H. Pratt, D. Starkey, G. Thompson, J. J. McDowall, 
(. Elphick, ©. G. Hill, F. H. Sanderson, Captain J. 
Southall, R.A.V.C., and J. R. Rider, Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors. - Messrs. Rabagliati, W. Jackson Young, 
H. L. Hobson and K. Ollerhead. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Hobday, Blackburn, Isherwood, ‘Taylor, Peele, 
Davidson, Doughty, Snaith, Stewart and Hicks. 

The minuwes of the previous meeting having been 
published, were taken as read and were approved. 

Correspondence._-A letter was read from the 
Secretary of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
thanking the Division for its continued support. 

Election of New Member.—Mr. J. J. McDowall, of 
Sunderland, was unanimously elected a member of the 
Division. 

Report of Council Meeting._The Secretary read a 
brief account of the proceedings at the last Council 
Meeting, which was considered to be satisfactory. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President._-The PRESIDENT said that the Council 
had given very careful consideration to the question of 
officers for the ensuing year, and he hoped members 
would bear this in mind when the nominations, 
recommended by the Council, were read. 

For the first office, that of President, it gave him 
great pleasure to propose Mr. J. W. Rider, who was one 
of the oldest members, and a constant attender at the 
meetings. He felt sure that in Mr. Rider they would 
have a President who would fully maintain the dignity 
of the Chair, and he trusted he would have a successful 
year of office. The proposal was seconded by Mr. 
Hixi, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Riper briefly returned thanks, remarking that 
he thought the meeting might have made a more 
suitable choice, but after Mr. Wilkinson’s kind words 
he could not refuse the honour and would do his best 
to uphold the Presidentia! traditions. 

Senior Vice- President._Following the practice of 
the previous year, the retiring President was elected 
to this office. 

Junior Vice-President. Mr. H. Peele was unani- 
mously elected, in accordance with the nomination of 
the Council. 

Auditors.__Messrs. H. 8. Elphick and H. Hicks 
were re-elected. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 
was unanimously re-elected, 


Mr. J. R. Rider 
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Council.—The Secretary moved that the four 
retiring members of Council, Messrs. Davidson, C. 
Elphick, Hill and Peele, be re-elected. This was 
approved, with the addition of Mr. T. Wilkinson, to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. E. R. 
Gibson. 

Major D. 8. Rasacuiatt then read his paper, 
“ Sidelights on a Veterinarian’s Life in Egypt,” which 
was followed by a series of most interesting and 
instructive lantern slides. [This paper, and the 
discussion which followed, receive separate publi- 
cation.—-Ed.]. 

The PRESIDENT proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the author for his address. The proposition was 
enthusiastically carried by the members, Mr. 
Rabagliati making a suitable response. 

Any other Business._Mr. F. H. SAanperson 
exhibited the lumbar vertebra of a thoroughbred foal. 
The animal had shown patellar lameness, which had 
improved, and some weakness of the back, which 
persisted. Frequently the animal appeared normal, 
but at other times would suddenly drop the loins and 
go lame. It was eventually destroyed, at the age of 
one and a half years, as unfit for racing. 

The lesion to which Mr. Sanderson directed atten- 
tion was an area of erosion or rarifying ostitis, situated 
on the anterior border of the spinous process, near the 
summit, and affecting the fourth lumbar vertebre. 
The speaker was of the opinion that some injury had 
caused the interspinous ligament to become detached 
from the bone, and that this had produced the lesion, 
together with the symptoms observed. 

The specimen was examined with interest by the 
meeting. 

A vote of thanks to the President terminated the 
proceedings. 

J. R. Riper, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Southern Counties Division.* 


MEETING AT SALISBURY. 


The winter meeting of this Division was held on 
Wednesday, December 22nd, at the “ Gold Fish,” 
Catherine Street, Salisbury, and although the Honor- 
ary Secretary (Mr. John Facer) was unable to procure 
an essayist, the response to his invitation to members 
to bring forward cases of interest and specimens was 
so general that the meeting proved one of the most 
interesting and successful held by the Division for 
some time past. 

The President, Major J. 8S. Wood, of Parkstone, 
presided, and the others who signed the attendance 
book were Mr. R. E. Bullen (Godalming), Captain Fox, 
M.C. (Southampton), Captain Rockett, Mr. E. R. 
Harding and Mr. G. Parr (Salisbury), Captain H. 
Edie and Mr. John Facer, of Southampton, Mr. J. B. 
Tutt (Winchester), Mr. W. Caudwell (Bournemouth), 
Mr. ©. Pack (Lymington), and Major E. Martin 
(Christchurch). 


*Received on 5th January. 
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CORRESPONDENCE.—(1) Letters of apology for’ 
absence were announced from Major F. Hobday, 
Colonel Simpson, Miss Cust, Mr. Gorton, Mr. Whitley 
Baker and Major Porteous. 

(2) A letter received from the Chief Veterinary 
Inspector of the County of Aberdeen Public Health 
Services asked for information as to the scale of fees 
and allowances paid to local Veterinary Inspectors 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts, and the Honorary 
Secretary (Mr. Facer) stated that he would be glad 
if those members who held any of these appointments 
would supply him with details, as he had promised 
to answer the letter. 

(3) From Mr. B. Gorton, of Bournemouth, in 
reference to the amount of the subscription to the 
N.V.M.A., and suggesting that the two guineas’ 
subscription should include membership of a Division 
of the National. ‘ At present,” said the writer, “a 
veterinary surgeon can be entirely outside the 
N.V.M.A. or be a member of a Division and yet not 
a member of the N.V.M.A.- a rather paradoxical 
position —or a member of the N.V.M.A. and not of a 
Division, or a member of both, paying two subscrip- 
tions a year. Why cannot the N.V.M.A. follow the 
example of the British Medical Association? When 
a doctor becomes a member of the latter organisation, 
he pays his money to the Treasurer at headquarters 
and is automatically a member of his local district 
division, without further payment. And if he changes 
his residence he is transferred, without bother, to 
his new Division. Let us also take the case of the 
Pharmaceutical Society, of which I am a member. 
I pay one and a half guineas a year to the Treasurer 
at Bloomsbury Square, and am a member of the local 
branch of the Society in consequence. I amentitled 
to attend meetings at headquarters and also the local 
meetings ; the library and Museum are at my disposal, 
and, of course, I receive the Journal weekly. Why 
cannot the N.V.M.A. do the same ?” 

Mr. Facer explained that Mr. Gorton had been 
proposed for election at their last meeting, although 
he was not actually a member till his nomination 
was confirmed that day. 

The PrEstpENT said the letter opened up a very 
big subject. He believed it had already been before 
the National Association and that they had decided 
not to do anything, but that was no reason why it 
should not be re-opened. He suggested that the 
writer should send his letter to the Record, when it 
might elicit some expressions of opinion from others, 

Mr. Facer remarked that there was much in the 
letter with which he was in agreement and if a 
resolution could be sent from their Division it might 
possibly do some good. 

Captain Fox suggested that the consideration of 
the letter be deferred till the next meeting, when it 
was probable that Mr. Gorton would be able to 
introduce the subject himself. 

Captain Rockett seconded this, observing that he 
thought it was the simplest way out of the difficulty, 
and this was agreed. 
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(4) From Mr. J. W. McIntosh, expressing his 
appreciation of the Division’s invitation to him to 
become a Life Fellow, an honour which he said he had 
much pleasure in accepting. He sincerely hoped he 
would be able to visit them at their meetings occasion- 
ally. 

Election.—The election of Mr. Gorton, of South- 
bourne, who was nominated at the last meeting, 
was confirmed. 

Cases of Interest.-Several post-morlem specimens 
and cases of interest were subsequently brought to 
the notice of the meeting by those present, and these 
gave rise to an extremely interesting exchange of views. 
The President, Major Martin, Captain Fox, Captain 
Rockett, Mr. J. Facer, Mr. Caudwell, Mr. Bullen 
and Mr. Tutt were among those who invited dis- 
cussion in this way, and the variety of the subjects 
brought forward may be gathere | from the fact t' at 
they included a safety-razor blade, chewed up to 
resemble a crossword puzzle, from a puppy; a pin 
from a lady’s brooch, which had been removed from 
another dog; a mass of hair 12 ounces in weight 
taken from the stomach of a dog belonging to a 
barber ; two overgrown feet of a zebra; a tumour 
taken from the leg of a tortoise, and quite a number 
of skiagraphs. 

Mr. BULLEN incidentally asked Mr. Tutt if he could 
tell them anything further with refreence to the use 
of formalin in Johne's disease, and the percentage of 
recoveries he had had to date. 

Mr. Tutt said they were still continuing the treat- 
ment and he must say thay had met with a very fair 
amount of success. Only that day his assistant 
gave a cow one ounce of formalin. It knocked her 
down, but she was all right afterwards. The previous 
week they tried half an ounce and two days later 
that animal was so constipated that they had to give 
her a laxative. He was convinced they were on the 
right lines, but he was not yet satisfied that they had 
got the proper dose. 

Mr. ButLteN: But I gather, from what you have 
told us now, that since last August you have found 
you can give considerably larger doses ? 

Mr. Turr: Yes, tha‘ is so, but I think we got to 
the limit to-day. Personally, [ should have been 
afraid to have given anything like so much Myself. 

Captain Rockett said he regarded a drachm as a 
minimum dose, but persona!ly he wou!d give two 
drachms, repeating the dose in four or five days’ time 
if necessary. He also believed they were now adopt- 
ing this treatment for equine influenza. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, the members 
were entertained to tea by Captain Rockett and Mr. 
Harding, an act of hospitality which was duly ack- 
nowledged by the President on behalf of the visitors. 

JOHN Facer, 
Hon. Secretary. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
LONDON GAZETTE. WAR OFFICE. REGULAR FORCEs. 
Jan. 2lst.—Major J. J. M. Soutar, O.B.E., is seed. 
for serv. under the Colonial Office (December 16th, 
1926). 


ie care RRO 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 





Diary of Events. 


Feb. 2nd—Meeting of the Lancashire Division at 
Manchester. 

Feb. 3rd—Meeting of the Central Division at the 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town. 

Feb. 11th—Meeting of the Northern Branch,N.V.M.A. 


at Birmingham. 


Royat COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


ELEcTIONS TO CouNCIL, JUNE, 1927. 


The nominations given below have been made to 
date for the forthcoming elections to Council, R.C.V.S., 
Names marked with an asterisk are those of serving 


members, who are nominated for re-election. There 
are eight vacancies. 
Name. Address. Proposers. 
LEVIE, Littleover, E. Marrison. 
Alexander. Derby. O. V. Gunning. 
Ho.royp, Blackburn, J. W. Brittlebank. 
John Lancs. J. H. Wright. 
*CRAIG, Dublin. J. M’Fadyean. 
James F. J. H. Norris. 
*BRADLEY, Edinburgh. J. W. Brittlebank. 
O. Charnock. A. Gofton. 
*GOFTON, Edinburgh. J. W. Brittlebank. 
Arthur. O. Charnock 
Bradley. 
*WHITEHOUSE, Glasgow. G. H. Wooldridge. 
Arthur W. S. H. Gaiger. 
*McINTOsH, Cricklewood, OO. Charnock 
John W. N.W. 2. Bradley. 
G. P. Male. 
*MALE, Reading, J. W. Brittlebank. 
George P. Berks. J. W. McIntosh. 
*GaIceR, 8S. H. Liverpool. J. M’Fadyean. 
J. Moore. 


Roya. Sanitary Institute CoNnGREss. 


Professor J. Basil Buxton, M.A., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., 
Director, Institute of Animal Pathology, University 
of Cambridge, will be the President of the Conference 
of Veterinary Officers to be held in connection with 
the Annual Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
which will take place at Hastings from July 11th 
to 16th. 

Mr. James R. Hayhurst, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., 
Superintendent and Chief Veterinary Inspector, Metro- 
politan Cattle Market, Islington, is the Recording 
Secretary of the Conference. 


Shanghai Defence Force. Among the appointments 
to the Shanghai Defence Force, announced by the 
War Office on Wednesday, was that of Major L. 
Danels as Senior Vetetinary Officer. 
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Captain G. G. Howarp, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., I.V.S. 


We regret to record the death, which occurred under 
tragic circumstances, at Orissa recently, of Captain G. G. 
Howard, of the Veterinary Department, Orissa, India. 
According to the brief message telegraphed by the 
Central News correspondent, Captain Howard was 
stooping down to pick up a child who had fallen when the 
rifle which he was carrying suddenly went off. 

Capt. George Guest Howard was an Indian Army 
officer attached to the Auxiliary Force Veterinary Corps 
in India. He was commissioned in August, 1924. 


Mr. Joun STEEL, M.R.C.V.S., Wigton. 


We have also the sad duty of recording the sudden 
death of Mr. John Steel, a well-known Cumberland 
veterinary surgeon, who, says T’he Manchester Guardian 
of January 21st, collapsed and died while lecturing on 
the preceding Wednesday. At the inquest at Penrith, 
it was stated that Mr. Steel lectured under the auspices of 
the Cumberland Education Committee and on the Wed- 
nesday afternoon addressed students at the County Farm 
Institute at Newtonrigg. In the evening he lectured at 
Greystoke, under the chairmanship of Lady Mabel 
Howard, on ‘‘ Some Common Ailments of Animals.”’ 
Half-way through the lecture he fell back on the floor and 
died before the arrival of a doctor. 

At the inquest Dr. Dolan, Wigton, stated that he saw 
Mr. Steel on Sunday. He was suffering from angina pec- 
toris and was liable to sudden collapse. The excitement 
of the lecture was not the cause of death, but Mr. Steel 
might have been over-tired, as he was very enthusiastic 
and did everything thoroughly. 

The coroner returned a verdict of death from angina 
pectoris. 


Capt. J. W. Hayes, M.R.C.V.S. 


Capt. John William Hayes, on January 18th, 1927, 
at Slade Cottage, Iver, Bucks., late D.V.O., Arusha» 
Tanganyika, E. Africa. Graduated Dublin, December 
14th, 1915. 


Mr. H. O’Neill, M.R.C.V.S., Castleblaney, has resigned 
his position as veterinary inspector of Crossmaglen area 
of Newry No. 2 (County Armagh) Rural Council, and the 
Council decided to add that area to the area of the 
inspector for the remainder of the rural district, Mr. James 
Mark, M.R.C.V.S., Newry. 


‘The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research,’ 
says the British Australian and New Zealander, ‘ recently 
invited applications for the positions of veterinary 
parasitologist and assistant biologist, and two veterinary 
officers, all at salaries of from £500 to £600 a year, and an 
entomologist at a salary of from £300 to £356. 
veterinary parasitologist will undertake investigations 
at first at Sydney University, but later may be trans- 
ferred to some other place. Of the two veterinary 
officers, one will be required initially to carry out 
investigations on animal nutrition and stock feeding 
problems in Queensland. The other veterinary officer 
and the entomologist will be required to carry out work in 
New South Wales in connection with the sheep blowfly 
pest.”’ 


With the revival of ironstone mining, a good demand 
for horses has sprung up in the Cleveland district of York- 
shire, and dealers are busy going round the farms seeking 
animals from 15 to 16.2 hands. It is reported that more 
farm horses have changed hands during the past few weeks 
than at any period since the war. 


The’ 





PERSONAL. 


Mr. R. J. Roe, M.R.C.V.S., of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, Nicosia, Cyprus, has arrived in Ireland on six 
months’ duty leave to enable him to take a post-graduate 
course, to be followed by a three months’ vacation leave. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS. 


The undermentioned have been pubiished during the 
week. Copies can be purchased through any bookseller, 
or directly from H.M. Stationery Office, at the following 
addresses :— London : Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, 
and 28 Abingdon Street, S.W.1 ; Cardiff : 1 St. Andrew’s 
Crescent ; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 120 


George Street. Price Post 
Net. Free 
s. d. s.d. 
HEALTH, MINISTRY OF: 
Circulars :— 
757. Milk and Dairies’ Order, 1926. To 
County Councils and Sanitary 
Authorities, England and Wales, 
January 20th, 1927... cee 0 1 0 I} 


ERRATA. 


Mr. O. Stinson writes, in connection with his letter 
“ Eversion of the Uterus in vhe Cow,’ published last 
week :——‘‘ In the eighteenth line from the bottom of 
first column on page 93, the word cow should 
read sheep. The first word in the eighth line of first 
column on page 93 should be omitted, and after the 
word “standing” in the second column on page 93, 
the following should be added : “‘ there being no suitable 
beam anywhere.” 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 





Royal Veterinary College Rebuilding Fund. 
To THE EpiTror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Mr. Cornish-Bowden is fo be commended for his 
effort to stimulate public interest on behalf of the above 
fund. His lead might well be followed. Possibly some 
members of the profession, and others who have its 
interests at heart, contribute to Empire or foreign 
publications. Through these channels an appeal could 
be launched which might create a world-wide interest 
in the movement. 

I enclose a copy of a note which I have taken the 
opportunity to append to my regular contribution to an 
influential journal published in New Zealand. The 
idea might be elaborated and be the means of securing 
support from many sympathisers overseas.— Yours 
faithfully, H. A. Reb. 

184 Cromwell Road, 

S.W. 5. 


THE RoyvAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


Founded in 1791, The Royal Veterinary College, which 
has been the means of equipping so many graduates in 
veterinary science who have brought their knowledge 
and abilities to the assistance of stock owners in all parts 
of the world, finds itself faced with the problem of 
reconstruction. 
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The College has suffered the dilapidations of time, apd, 
as a self-supporting institution, has no means other than 
an appeal to the generosity of the public, of raising the 
necessary funds. 

From its very foundation the College has continued 
to develop, and to carry on a work of inestimable import- 
ance to the agricultural community and other classes of 
the public. 

A sum of £50,000 is required. It is hoped that all who 
recognise the economic importance of veterinary education 
in connection with commerce, the pastoral industries, 
sport, and the alleviation of animal suffering in general, 
may see their way to contribute to the fund. 

Donations will be gratefully received by Lord Nocth- 
brook, The Royal Veterinary College, Great College 
Street, Camden Town. London, N.W. 


Hysteria in Dogs. 
To THE Eprror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,— Recent letters in the Veterinary Record under the 
above heading show that this condition is now fairly 
prevalent in this country. It has been called Fright 
Disease, Running Fits and Hysteria, though I think the 
latter term is a misnomer. The phenomenon has been 
noted in America for ten years, first in the Southern 
States, then gradually creeping north until it eventually 
appeared in Canada. 

I first saw it two years ago in a brood Spaniel, three 
years old. She had nine pups recently weaned, and each 
of these subsequently had several attacks. A four-year- 
old Greyhound on the same premises had a bad attack. 
The following morning he was led out on the leash and 
immediately got another attack, slipped his collar, and 
made off at a terrific speed, howling and crying as he 
went. Sight of him was lost. The next morning he was 
found on the door step absolutely exhausted, and with 
his claws worn to the “ quick.”’ All these dogs were fed 
on meat biscuits and cooked blood. 

The only other dog on the premises was a small 
Dachshund, ten years old. She was kept entirely in the 
house and fed on dainty tit-bits. She escaped attack. 

This place is some 15 miles away, so that in most cases 
the actual “‘ fit’ was got over before my arrival, and I 
only saw the aftermath of distress. 

| have seen several cases since, the latest being in a 
batch of eight Beagles which a gentleman had bought a 
few weeks ago as a nucleus for a pack. One was shot on 
account of old age. A second was shot in a fit. Autopsy 
on this one revealed fatty degeneration of the liver but 
no bowel lesion. The remaining six were all subject 
to these fits. I saw them on January 2nd. They were 
treated first for tania and then for round worms, and they 
voided quite a number of both varieties. The diet was 
changed from meat biscuits to plain, with chopped raw 
meat. The last fit was noticed on January 16th. I 
saw them on the 20th when they appeared in perfect 
health and had much improved in general condition. 

In the great majority of my cases worms were voided 
in greater or lesser numbers, but in the first outbreak, 
though the vermifuge treatment was carried out with 
exceptional thoroughness, the attacks continued for 
several weeks— until, in fact, the diet was changed. 
Judging by the letters | have received, there is no doubt 
that the disease has a very wide distribution in this 
country. 

Personally | incline to the belief that it is a toxamia 
due to a mould in the meat biscuit. The subject is 
certainly worthy of a searching enquiry by laboratory 
workers and clinicians..-Yours faithfully, L. W. Wynn 
Luoyp, F.R.C.V.S. 


Carnarvon. 
* * * * 


> Eprror or Tue VETERINARY ECORD. 
To THE Eprror or THe VEeTERI R 


Sir,-—-This disease, so ably described by J. J. Collins, of 
Bowdon, and Arthur Whicher, of Bexhill-on-Sea, seems 
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to be, as one of these gentlemen asserts, widely spread. 
In this practice we have been seeing several cases during 
the last few months, and all these cases have been in 
highly-bred dogs, in which one would imagine the 
hysterical tendency to be greater. In one kennel of 
Retrievers, we have had as many as five dogs down at 
one time, and all these dogs were apparently in the pink 
of condition before the attack and after, with the excep- 
tion that in one or two cases we noticed a crouched 
condition of the hind quarters ; this passed off in about 
a week after the last attack. In a kennel of Pekingese 
there was only one dog attacked and this animal was 
subject to the same condition as the other animals in the 
kennel. We have an Alsatian puppy in the kennel at 
the present time which, although apparently in a perfect 
state of health, will have an hysterical attack on the 
least excitement. 

As far as our experience goes, age makes no difference 
as to susceptibility to this disease.-Yours faithfully, 
A. P. BurGoN Anpv Son, M.R.C.V.S. 

Haverhill, 

Suffolk. 
23rd January, 1927. 


“ Immunising Cattle against Tuberculosis.”’ 
To tHE Epiror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—-With reference to Mr. J. Pollard’s letter dated 
December 20th in your issue of Ist January, I am sure 
that he will be pleased to hear that a member of the 
profession 18 months ago started trying the new anti- 
tuberculosis vaccine (Calmette), and up to now nineteen 
heifer calves (British Friesian) have been done. _ If 
Mr. Pollard and I should both be alive in five vears’ time, 
and he will write to me [ shall be very pleased to answer 
any questions that he might care to ask.--- Yours faith- 
fully, GRAHAM ReEs-Moae, F.R.C.V.S., Vety. Major. 

Clifford Manor, 

Near Stratford-on-Avon. 


Information Relative to the N.V.M.A. 
To THE Eptror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir, 1 am sure that the members of the N.V.M.A. 
would like to receive more information regarding their 
Society. For instance, what objection can there be to 
the publication of the full accounts of the Society, as 
soon as available. Statistics relating to the number of 
members, say, for six years would be interesting. 
A table might be compiled showing the membership 
of the R.C.V.S.. of the N.V.M.A., and of various 
local societies. Percentages might be worked out 
indicating progress or retrogression. Information of 
this kind would increase the interest of members and, 
indeed, should not be withheld.--Yours truly, Bernarv 
GorTON. 

‘“* Glebelands,”’ 

Arnewood Road, 
West Southbourne, 
Bournemouth. 
[lf our correspondent will examine the Annual Reports 

of the N.V.M.A. for the past six years he will find «a 

great deal of the information to which he refers.-—d. |. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following : 
Communications from Messrs. H. Gray. J. P. Isherwood 
T. F. Prime, J. D. Pottie, and W. R. Wooldridge. 
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